
C6111 Come, Lord Jesus, Come 
Litany 
 
First Sunday of Advent (Hope) 
Responsive Litany 

  
Advent is a time to be filled with anticipation and hope. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring light to the darkness. 
Advent is a time to remember that God’s love extends to all people. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring justice.  
Advent is a time to renew our determination. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring righteousness.  
Advent is a time to strive for understanding.  
We wait and hope for the One who will bring peace. 

 
Today we light the first candle – the candle of hope – marking the beginning of our spiritual 
journey this Advent season. The light of this candle reminds us that hope begins with a 
spark that at first seems small and insignificant, but in time grows into a brilliant flame, a flame 
that quickly spreads, filling the darkness with light and bringing a renewed sense of hope to a 
world filled with doubt and fear.   
 
Closing prayer (First Sunday) 
 
Gracious God, we thank you for the promise of the scripture that through Christ, we have hope. 
Forgive our lack of faith and restore in our hearts the assurance that your love can conquer the 
tyranny of injustice in a broken world. We pray today that you would strengthen our faith in your 
mercy and righteousness so we can live in hope every day of our lives. Amen. 
 
Second Sunday of Advent (Peace) 
 
Responsive Litany 

  
Advent is marked by a spirit of yearning for peace. 
May the world be filled with the peace of Christ. 
We long today for peace among nations. 
May the world be filled with the peace of Christ.  
We long today for peace among races. 
May the world be filled with the peace of Christ.  
We long today for peace in our hearts and in our lives.  
May the world be filled with the peace of Christ.  

 
Today we light two candles – the candle of hope and the candle of peace. The light of this second 
candle reminds us that God’s purpose in sending his Son into the world was to bring peace. We 
look at the division, the fighting, and the turmoil around us, and we see a world in dire need. We 
remind ourselves that peace begins with forgiveness, and that forgiveness begins in our hearts. 
 



Closing prayer (Second Sunday) 
 
Gracious God, we thank you for your promise of peace, and we know that because of Christ, 
peace is possible. We pray today for the nations of the world, that we could find a way to live 
together in peace. We pray for our brothers and sisters everywhere, that we could become more 
forgiving, more understanding, and more loving to one another. Flood our hearts with the light of 
peace today so that we might take that light and spread your love to the whole world. Amen. 
 
Third Sunday of Advent (Joy) 
 
Responsive Litany 
 
Advent is marked by a spirit of joy and celebration. 
With joyful hearts we celebrate the coming King. 
Advent is a time to open our eyes to our many blessings. 
With joyful hearts we celebrate the coming King. 
Advent is a time to appreciate the bonds of human love. 
With joyful hearts we celebrate the coming King. 
Advent is a time to remember the promises of God. 
With joyful hearts we celebrate the coming King. 
 
Today we light three candles – the candle of hope, the candle of peace, and the candle of joy.  
The light of this third candle reminds us that we have no reason to be fearful or anxious, because 
God sent us a Savior. We should be glad in this affirmation of God’s love for us and pledge to 
serve him faithfully with joy-filled hearts.  
 
Closing prayer (Third Sunday) 
 
Gracious God, remind us today and every day that we have good reason to be joyful, and forgive 
us for focusing our minds on negative things. Because you sent your Son into the world we can 
truly celebrate this season of wonder.  Fill our hearts with calm assurance so that we might be 
messengers of peace who joyfully spread your love wherever we go. Amen. 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love) 
 
Responsive Litany 
 
Advent is a time to celebrate God’s love. 
God’s love is pure.  
We celebrate by loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
God’s love is everlasting. 
We celebrate by loving the Lord our God with all our hearts. 
God’s love is all-powerful.  
We celebrate by spreading God’s love to a world in need. 
God’s love is freely given to all. 
 



Today we light four candles – the candle of hope, the candle of peace, the candle of joy, and 
the candle of love. The light of this fourth candle reminds us that God so loved the world that he 
gave his only son, that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but have everlasting light.  
And God did not send his Son to condemn the world, but to love the world, and to set it free.     
 
Closing prayer (Fourth Sunday) 
 
Gracious God, as we ponder your great and eternal love, we think of our own limited 
understanding.  We think of the words of Nelson Mandela: “People must learn to hate, and if 
they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love.” Teach us to love as you have loved, and help 
us learn to share that love with the world around us.  Amen. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE – The Christ Candle 
 
Responsive Litany 
 
Tonight, we celebrate hope fulfilled in the birth of Christ. 
Joy to the world! The Lord has come. 
Tonight, we celebrate the promise of peace on earth. 
Let earth receive her King. 
Tonight, we celebrate the joy of knowing a Savior has come. 
Let every heart prepare him room. 
Tonight, we celebrate the love of God, through Jesus Christ. 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
 
Tonight, we light all five candles on this advent wreath.  As the flames gleam we are reminded 
that Christ is the true light of the world, and with the Christ candle in the center, the flames of 
hope, peace, joy, and love burn even brighter. So it is with Christ in our hearts, we can rest in the 
hope of eternal life, and look forward to the promised peace on earth. Joy to the world! The Lord 
has come. 
 
Closing prayer (Christmas Eve) 
 
Gracious God, as we celebrate tonight, we join with the angel choir in proclaiming your Glory.  
We thank you for giving us the perfect gift this Christmas Eve, the gift of eternal life through 
Christ. We ask that you guide our feet, direct our minds, hear our prayers, and fill our hearts with 
the hope, peace, joy and love of this Christmas season. We ask these things in the name of Christ 
Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
 


