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FOREWORD

“Hurry On Down" tells the story of the transformation of the tax collector, Zacchaeus,
when Jesus broke into his life. The Scriptures do not detail just how that change took place.
But it's enough to know that Jesus wrought the change according to who, when and where
Zacchaeus was, just as he relates to us today according to who we are in our contemporary
circumstances. It is my hope that this re-telling of Zacchaeus’ story may help set the stage
for that kind of thing to happen in the lives of those who hear it - - and particularly in the
lives of the children who present it! The story of Zacchaeus is found in Luke 19:1-10. The
Today's English Version of the New Testament was used as the basis of “Hurry On Down.”
If the musical is Presented in the context of a congregational worsh:p serwce, you may want

to read that pasTage of S e meﬁjra?m’ fotharu?g i t:r.l I | O

“Hurry OnDown®lis dedic: Jurage

my wife,, Ien who has encourageﬂ me greatly
through the yea{'s in these endeavors ht creative y mg,jd”wﬂh Ii?faugh*t me much about
how children léatn andjgro 18 — wia
Since
My thanks go to her and our sons, Steve and Dave, and to Shirley and Sue Jeambey, all
of whom helped in putting together a trial production tape of “Hurry On Down,” which
proved to be very useful.

My special gratitude goes to the Sunshine Singers of St.“Mark’s United Methodist
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, to Linda Volland, their very capable-director, and to their ac-
companist, Betty Whitney, for premiering “Hurty On Down{" with all the helpful refining
that brought it about. Thanks also to the Children’s Choir of First United Methodist Church,
Cozad, Nebraska, and their pastor-director, Rev. Ron Roemmich, for giving it a second trial
run. And | have appreciated, as always, the helpful gunding hand and support of the Agape
crew along the way.

CAST

Zacchaeus (pronounce “Zack-KEE-us”)
Jesus
Zacchaeus” wife, children, servants, and others of his household
Choir/Citizens of Jericho
Soloists and one-liners as indicated or desi"red
Dancers {optional)
The Narrators {These can be combmed for fewer persons, or spread out to include more, But they’ll seem
more real if you invest each of them with specific personality characteristics, such as:)
Steve: Enthusiastic, friendly < - a leader
Beth: Practical, initiater, wants everyone to be included
Paul: Your walking Bible encyclopedia=- but not a know-it-all
Anna: Bubbly, dramatic, with a flair for acting things out
Dan: The joker in the crowd - - but interested in what's going on
Martha: the poet - - introspective, with quiet wisdom and a way with words

INSTRUMENTS

Piano, rather than organ {could add orgaﬂ for-Nos. 7,10 & 12)
Guitar (chords are marked)
Drums would help on theyhythmypieces (other rhythm rnstru['nem.s could heveffective, if used judiciously:
tambourines, blocks, sticks, castanets, bongos)
Special parts are included for:
Bb trumpet; No. 4
Violin; No. 7
Descant instrument (flute, recorder, harmonica, violin, organ stop); No. 12
Some kind of funny noisemaker for No. 9
Add others as available in your group, at your descretion: for example, a harp could be nice for No. 8, ac-
cordion with Nos. 1 & 12.
A full accompaniment tape is available from the publishers,



PROPS

A tree, off to one side, for Zacchaeus to climb (ladder, stool, chair, pulpit, decorated with green branches
and leaves).

Small table (not set) for Zacchaeus’ home. (It may be put in place during the introduction to No. 8, and
removed for No. 11.)
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Can be done with no costuming or in choir robes. ““Bible-time” costumes would add color and interest.
Make Zacchaeus and Jesus stand out.

SOUND SYSTEM, LIGHTING, CHOREOGRAPHY

At your discretion, with what’s available: ;Microphone(s) Would help. (Some dancing could be especially
nice with No. 6, beginning at Measure 24.)

Nos. 1

No.
No.
No.

No.

No.

No.
No.
No.10:
No.11:
No.12:
No.13:

+a

8:
9:

PERFORMANCE HINTS

& 13 are the “bookends’’ for the story, and should be sung straightforwardly to the audience.
Set an affirmative mogd!

: The words here should-be spoken in/@*natural speaking rhythm.
. Could be lifted as a Palm Sunday-anthem - - perhaps as a “‘teaser”” for the whole performance.
: If you want to divide boys from girls in one song, this would work well, Stanzas 1 & 2 can be rather

funny, with a switch to poignancy on the 3rd stanza.

. This can be your big “production” number - - the title piece. Make it a real celebration of Jesus'

coming.

: While the thoughts are Zacchaeus’, allowing another person to sing the words while Zacchaeus

thinks them would spread-the solos around.{Amjinterpretive dance could add a nice touch here.
Makes a nice table grace (in two-part canon form) on its own.

Ham this one upgall you want, for & teuch,ef.humor .,

Is Zacchaeus' act of confession. Make it sefious and meaningful, with lots of expression. Not too fast.
Is the musical climax.

Is the “‘message song.”

Is a kind of sending-out benediction.

As a rule, let the choir members sit during the Narrator’s conversations.

REMEMBER: What happens during the preparation of a children’s musical is probably more important than
what happens during the performance. Make it a good experience for alll



“ HURRY ON DOWN

1. Zacchaeus Was His Name
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BETH: | didn’t remember that Zacchaeus lived in Jericho. Lots'ef things happened in Jericho, didn’t they?

STEVE: When you're talking about the oldest city in the.werld, | guess you could expect that lots of things would have hap-
pened there over the past ninesthousand years!

o BETH: But really special things—in(the Bible, | mean-—that happened in and around Jericho.

PAUL: Sure, Steve, like Joshua(fighting the Battle of Jericho, when the walls came tumbling down. That was when the Israel-
ites were settling the Pramised Land, after forty years of wandering in the wilderness.

R MARTHA: And Jericho was where Elisha changed-the brackish water into pure water.

e DAN: What's “brackish”?
STEVE: What's it sound like?
..... ; DAN: Not good.
OTHERS: Right!
ANNA: (with a dramatic flair) And wasn’t the Good Samaritan on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho when the thieves robbed
him and beat him up? {Imaginesfighting.)
PAUL: Right road, wrong character. It was the Good Samaritan who came along and Aelped the man who was robbed on the
way to Jericho.
BETH: ‘{Ar“dhﬁ}ke the song said, it/was/in Jaricho that Jesus|saw Zacehaeus up in a tree.Sa that's where our story begins today
night).
DAN: Up a tree?
BETH: No, not yet, Dan! But in Jericho. Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem when he went through Jericho and ran into--good
old Zacchaeus!
PAUL: Bad old Zacchaeus, you mean. He was a trajtor. He collected taxes from his own people to send to the Roman rulers.

He was a crooked tax collector, at that. He probably even cheated his friends.
STEVE: What friends? | didnt think Zacchaeus had any friends.



2. It’s Not Easy to Like a Tax Collector

DONALD F. MARSH

*STEVE (speaking over music):

With tongue-in-cheek exaggeration ( J =104)

@ (Tacet except where marked.)
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ANNA: There must have been loads ef excitement_ih Jericho that day, when word got around that Jesus was coming there on

his way to Jerusalem! {.lumpis up and down]

MARTHA: Yes, Anna, there was. Don’t you remember how the streets were so crowded? That’s why Zacchaeus couldn’t see--being
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STEVE: Wouldn't there be a lot of excitement here in {your town), if the word got out that Jesus was coming through town?
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*4 What S the Good Word?

e (When Jesus Comes to Otr Town)
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*This song may be lifted and used as a children’s choir anthem for Palm Sunday.
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ANNA; You know where Zacchaeus went, o'he could see over the crowd. . . (pointsupward)
DAN: Up a tree. {Anna nods.}
PAUL: Some people say that one reason Zacchaeus may have climbed the tree was his unpopularity. It was safer up there, out
of the crowd.
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6. Hurry On Down
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*Dancers form a circle or serpentine line to celebrate Jesus’ coming. Tambourines or hand-clapping would add to the excitement, as the
tempo increases.
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BETH: People must have been really surprised wheg,\out of all that crowd Jesus plckedzacchaeus and called to him.
ANNA: Of all people, the ornery old tax col!ectorf :

STEVE: I"ll say! They probably thought Jesu&whuld scold Zaccﬁa’bus for all the fﬁings he'd done. Instead, he asked to come to
supper at his housel

MARTHA: The people were surprised? How. do you think Zaddraeus must hav& fétt ‘when Jesus called him by name-with all those :
folks standing around, staring aBhim? AN ~N -~

DAN: Yeah, right up there in plain sig?i‘t on that sycamdre branch'
MARTHA: | can just imagine what must have been go:aq&hrough his mir Ny

{(*'I Only Meant to See Him" can be sung" by Zacchaeus,. W.Martha or others. Whether or not he sings the song, Zac- por,
chaeus should be highlighted as he "WOnaBl‘s" the wordg befng sung.)

7.10nly Meant «tid See I—hm as He Passed This Way
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(As song ends, Zacchaeus descends slowly. from tree, and ’bows asheis greeted by Jesus. As introduction to No. 8 begins, Zacchaeus .
moves to that portion of the staging area representing hisT'mme followed by Jdesus and his disciples. A small, cloth-covered table may i

be brought out (if not already there). It need not be. setwlth food. Zagehaeus, his wife, servants and children invite Jesus and his fol- .
lowers to gather with them around the table.) £

*8. Welo@me Jests, to Our Table

DONALD F. MARSH -

With simple reverence () = 96) .« (A Canon}

s Nc FGm  Am Om N0 C7Gmg Km Gm (5) C7Gm  Am Bb c Bb
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*This song may be used as a table grace. If you just happen to have a harpist in your group, that would make a lovely accompaniment R
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n C; F C7 F ¥ c7 F
.. !
e e i !
Wel - come, Je - sus, to our__ ta - hle, With these mer - cies rich - ly__spread.
f i 1 f ! [ | p—— [ ————
: e e e e e e e
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Bless our _loved_ones, bless the  ieed-y ones,Bless,  all the lit-tlesones ev - ery-where.
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Wel-come, Je - sus, to lour_ta-ble: Keéep us in_your lov - ing (1725 < - N
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I e 1 | 1 | 1 |
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\H\‘--____/
= ZACCHAEUS: Children, wouldn’t you like to say a bless_irgg before we eat our dinner? RS
FIRST CHILD: | don’t knaw any blessing, Fathers
SECOND CHILD:  Neither do |. (Zacchaeus is embarrassed.) _ :
c7 M@ e G A chia cfana s
5 i Em Am VWG M@)eD Cm G i 1@ ()10 Am  Gm
"""" b ——+ o —
S E I T 33 $333 ¢PET g3
, EEE ’
5 {softly, under |dialogue) |
(FE : ; e
s = = = =5 ==
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THIRD CHILD:

None of us do. (Explaining to Jesus,) We never have time to say a blessing here. Father is too busy to spend much

time

with us.

FOURTH CHILD: That'sright. “Gotta go collect the taxes! Gotta get the money!”

A N.c. F Gm Am  Gm NC.C7T Gm ~pp Gm N CT Gm  Am Bb
| f A 4 I + | 1
e+ e 1 ———+—
y
'EREIEE ' ERIERE ‘S EIEEREE
:I ] !I T
g ; 'z { 4= f
e ] s JI €D = ;* e 15, j
ZACCHAEUS' WIFE: Why donftfyou the s d§[oi welgome| our [Father and | spoke to Jesus? | think that
@g ) PUBIISHTH
FIRST CHILD: But Mothe f that.- ) >
WIFE: Suppose we say the same words again, and you @Wpfir \
CHILDREN: {nnddmg} All rlghg Mother !892
C Bb Am  Gm F B i B o (I - C/G Gm CI
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ADULTS (in Zacchaeus’ household) (- O
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Wel - come, Je - gus, to ar ta ~ bhle," I\With thesgj-‘@tr -~ cies rich - ly__spread.
o) CHILDREN (in Zgg_e[:aeus househ@** (Y R P : ‘
+ - 1 “@_ = ; | = 1 f I T 7 |
Tt = = === 9
e/ - g
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ble,
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*You may want to ask the entire choir to sing along in the background with Zacchaeus’ family, the second time through,




41

(Townspeaple gather outside Zacchaeus” door, and some peek in. They appear shacked at seeing Jesus dining with

Zacchaeus and his family, so they sing.)

¢

Bb r cr F ol F Dm7 Gm C7
9 = e |
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Bless our loved_ones,bless the need-y ones,Bless all the lit-tle ones ev - ery-where.
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e e = H—r e d = @e w4
@ I — ' i ' b ! |
; Teed us on_. the Liv - ing_DBread. Bless our loved_ones, bless the need-y ones,
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) Bless all the lit-tle ones ev - ery “where. Wel-come, Je < sus, to our_ ta - ble:
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9. Look At the Company He Keeps

DONALD F. MARSH

o =92 CHORUS OF HYPOCRITICAL TOWNSPEOPLE:
g4 __(Guitar tacet) {With blroad humor and gest*i.lring.{}j ;,: o ! D’T NC Ddllm| o
o — = ! o s e = e ey 1 | A
=% i 11 b i J i ! i | . Ju 1 _—
& : * &
Look at thecom-pa-ny he keeps. (Tsk!tsk!) Just —~
= St
! q i
o

% %
look at  the com-pa~-ny he keeps. (Tsk! tsk!) 1. He can't be our Mes- si- ah, for he's
2. 1f Godﬁ.}gmld real-ly vwvis-it us To

[4) f I N "—ﬁﬂ_“
1y X 13 1) . Y a . T
% S B e i i) B i
D} . °

. N ) N
LI ] I_! L4 I!
B e )
T £
G
)« A N
=i = T ] y : -
D e e e L4 .
¢ 7@ 3 N LA
eat-ing._.. with sin-ners. Son of GMvouId be moreeare-ful Where he ate his din-ners._ He'd
save us_...  or iry us, wan—de@ichof ushe’ ose. Now, I don'thave a bhi-as,.— Bul
——1 ' a
: = ‘3‘ —t | = 7
sl ) |
e F-d- ”
O
= F
- '
C
fa i3
A K
®  rath - er dine with roy - al ~ ty, And oth - ers who are \;vin-ners,_ Like, oy
I sup - pose he'd pick the one He found to be most  pi- OUS, —m Like, ,M
| ! | f i ! | 1
I - — | L -y I
e i__... =
7 'g'jg‘_ ‘” .{; 4! __...ﬂ.___ .........
@ = o

5T
e
*Make a clunk, squawk, honk or rattle.
**4Tsk! Tsk!;"” that clucking, ''For shame!" sound made with tongue at top of mouth.
***Note to pianist: If some of these chords sound terrible, you probably have it right!!
Copyright © 1982 in HURRY ON DOWN by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60187.

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
WARNING: it is illegal to copy this work without permission,




T

Am D7 G7 ET7 @ D7 G 5 D C
1 9_ # A B 1 v Am o ;”—T\f.\ r!'{ I T . HJ '{. i
!@ - & 2 o rS i & B lj s . s i
S i 1 & ; I r = T
well, Like - well Like us. (Point.)
well, Like - well Like me. (Spoken.)
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*Same sound, second stanza b iy, A ’) ‘ j) I__) I ]H f_l é "

{Zacchaeus moves to one side; .
sincerity, sings, “Listen, Sir, I'm Sorry.

sus f

o B ey reat]
Since 1091
10. Listen, Sir, I'm Sorry

®

DESCANT (Choir, high voice or perhaps flute): )

then with great tenderness and
hlSper,

DONALD F. MARSH
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Slowly, quietly, with deep feeling - G/B
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Cdim/D Dm7/G G7 c Cmaj7 c7 @ C
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Ooh Ooh .
o {With quiet intensity.) (Zacchaeus falls to his knees at Jesus’ feet.) /™
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Oh, how  my heart wants to soar!
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11. Salvation
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F/C Gm/C  CT BT N Gm7/C €T

Q#‘D
18
bl

i 1_?:_
il

BT YRAS

i I - 1 Y
i CE T wes w e i :A
i - = - Y 7 #fiﬁéfziui Fese sHe T
g = =
an E/C - Gt F/A a;mfab G7/B ( Em/c Gm C7 JESUS:
! - . _.__'.-[? i - : ‘“’1 = ; = nfh..n
% o R —
ﬂ o 1 I I 1 i
(Jesus smiles, grasps Zacchaeus flrmiv by theﬂrms helps him. t\u s;and and sings the Good News.) Sal-
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triplets
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*An aside to the Congregation, like a Greek chorus,
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50 (Choir sits or kneels
quietly, as Narrators
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STEVE: What a day for Zacchaeus! A £
ANNA: {hands out front, trembling) What a day for Jericho! | wonder what peOpIe""%ﬁbught about the changes in Zacchaeus’ w
il N) o
MARTHA: I'll bet they could hardly believe it! | can just see thns;e walls of hatred‘aﬁﬁ fear come tumbling down! ,
BETH That's a neat way to say it, Martha. OF all that’s hagbened in Jeracho*tﬁon t think anything could be better than what

-g_r

happened to Zacchaeus. (

ANNA: (gesturing grandly} Or more dramatic! C é I S
DAN: Don't over-do it, Anna. But you're right. Q - 3 4 ‘x i
BETH: | wonder why Jesus happened to be going'through Jericho Q@tday? il 2

STEVE: | guess it was just on the way from Ga@ﬁg to Jerusalem, W seems to hav&"géen a main route in those days.

PAUL: Maybe they went that way to get.adrink and fill th@ﬁ”ﬁrater jugs at éze springs in Jericho. Thousands of people have

done that through the years. Tha;,s probably why 4erreho s been the;;fw long, you know--because the springs have kept
running all that time. ¥

DAN: Sure, Paul. Remember, thatg&ﬁ‘iem Elisha tul:gyea‘é:he uh, brack@awatergood.
OTHERS: Right! : i
BETH: Yes, Dan. (Pauses, then adds thoughtful!',
STEVE:  Great, Beth. | like that. '

MARTHA: | was just thinking...That water ha?*?e%n flowing tmglé*’;through all of history, just waiting to be used for drinking, or
watering the dry land. In a wav at’s like C‘c:d s Jhw& has always heen flowing through history, waiting for people to
accept it, to drink it in.. N

BETH: Zacchaeus accepted it when He%wted Jesus N"Fba his home--and it changed his whole life. (Music in)
STEVE: 1t can happen to us, whagg.mfé’let Christ CO{ﬁl’.’e‘ﬁltO our own lives, and welcome him.
{Sing No. 12 while kneeling, sitting, or |ﬁ=ﬁﬁormal clusters}

12. Like the Waters of Jericho

(Narrators sit or kneel with the others. This song can be sung effectively while kneeling or sitting, or in informal clusters.) o
. 4 DONALD F. MARSH
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@*INSTHUMENTAL DESCANT 2nd TIME ONLY ({flute, violin, recorder, accordion, harmonica, etc.):
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13. Reprise: Salvation

{As the introduction begins, all gather quickly toward front of stage in straight, formal lines to sing directly to the congregation or
audience,
With great rejoicing (4 = 156) DONALD F. MARSH
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*Don't worry if Steve doesn’t always complete these lines before the choir comes in. Just shout out the Good News!
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Bb TRUMPET 4. What's the Good Word?

With excitement!

DONALD F. MARSH
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