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A Teacher’s Guide to Using Handchimes and Handbells
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Before you Begin: You can either ring with 2 octaves (G4 to Gé) or 3 octaves (C4 to C7) of
handchimes or handbells. Each manufacturer of chimes has a different nafmne for their
instrument, we will use handchime or chime. The Aé6 is included in many ﬂ 2 octave
examples as many have the chime/bell available, and it gives that ri ore opportunities

fo play
Traditional "Bell or Chime Choir* assignments %( 2 natural not@ their accidentals to

each ringer. If ringing with 3 octaves; use itions, if ringin octaves, utilize positions
3-10. The Left hand would play the no’re in the space e Right han d play
the note that is on the line. Handbells Transposmg i nt sounding locfave higher
than written.

Classroom Adaptation: In a fr “Bell/Chlme oif’ each student ‘cﬁring two bells.
Each position could be dee classroom se u could hav, %13 of three;
assigning one note ‘ro WITh the third wc:tc:hlng fo d notes or ways to
help. Rotate the three ’rhcn‘ everyon furn

For a more in depth Io ow to nng e the acco hng YouTube Videos. QR
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If your cheir is using S, S0 hni i IQ’-‘m na
maging the chime.

handbell techniquss-ﬁzz&e m on the chime without risk of
The following cha ist of tions that may be safely used on chimes.
Additionally, some techniques are performed differently on a chimes.

ﬁ(tuning slot),

Echo: To achieve the Echo on a handchime, hold the chime close to the
ring the handchime, and then touch the index finger or fingers lightly

base of the slot

on the beats indicated.
Vibrato or vib.: hold it close to the tine (tuni %ﬁ, ring the han
repeatedly touch the index finger or finge

ble techniqu %éating a stop und on
rea of the ha@e and place tr@y er pad in
ime. :_:
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Finger Damp: The Finger Damp is an
the chime. Slide the forefinger to the
the center of the tine slot and rir@

vib.
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Time Signature: This song is in 4/4 fime, meaning there are Qo’rs in each
measure and a quarter note receives one count. V
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Learnlng Rhythm

oo fhca] e Ii’f?f ublis Jun

horizont@l line e music. Al e |n
SPACE; pa
Ring the exercgﬁ,{ag?wl ggzson everyone ringing alhe notes:

Teaching Tips
* Clap or sing the rhythm first

* Everyone ring, reading in unlson Left hand play Tr@sﬂe in the space

0 =Whole note, 4 Beats

N>

Mtﬂ

C 10 12
] [ [ ] ﬁi % ] Akj O ] [ ] [ ]
| 2 3 % 1 2 &ﬁ 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 I
SO
D 14 é 15 16
| 2 3 ; ) i ; j =
= www.hopepublishing.com

-*

© 2024 Hope Publishing Company, www.hopepublishing.com All rights reserved.

|The publisher grants permission to the purchaser of this collection to copy this music for their chair. |




"Pblish

a Siait.

Ing

C.Qmpany..

gs with their RIGHT hand. Ring the

exercise below in unison, everyone ringing all the nofes. :

Clap and sing rhythm first
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When the samdj@ﬁt @ onsecu’nvely, it is not dampened in- e1ween.

When switching from one no’re o a different notfe the first note is dampened
on the shirt affer playing its full value. l.k

Teaching Tips é\)
* Clap or sing the rhythm first
e Everyone ring, reading in uni Leﬂ hand noTes in the space

and Right hand play the n n the Ilne one plays @e notes.
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Ringing Half Notes

Incorporating half and whole notes for 2 octaves
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Decrescendo: gradual decrease in loudness
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Learning Technique
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Echo J To perform the Echo technique, hold the chime close to the ﬁg’runeing slof),
ring the chime, and then touch the index finger or fingers lightly to the bgase of the slot of
the beats indicated. On handbells, the bells are rung normally an Kﬂighﬂv, but
precisely, fouched o the padded table on thg\beats or subdivi of the beat, as

indicated by the echo signs. Q
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Tower swing, Swing or Swl T indicates a full-arm swing after ringing the handbells.
Arrows will be synchronized with the beats on which the swing&our. Numbers
may be used fo specify the beats on which the swings ore@e.
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It's Swing Time

for 2 octaves of handbells or handchimes
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Joy in Ringing

for 2 octaves of handbells or handchimes
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Joy in Ringing

By Brenda E. Austin
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Tempo: the speed of a song é\)
Ritard or rit. is the gradual slowing of fempo o

a tempo: to resume the orignal fe

Ma tﬂbiv
.
)
i
c

oS
O °
L
K

1 A,.% 12
P~ oq_igl i = |

; 14 15 16

D Mo
o = = 1
= www,hopepublishing,com

=4

-*

J P

© 2024 Hope Publishing Company, www.hopepublishing.com All rights reserved.

|The publisher grants permission to the purchaser of this collection to copy this music for their chair. |




28

Learning Techniques
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Staccato: c !zﬁhlﬂg

staccato ca ; omposer sho

Chimes, use @i 1agle OI I IE y
Il'is placed on

Thumb Damp: cﬁi s ih § wmb of the hand holding the ha
the outside of the han H cdsting, ng a stopped sound when the clapper strikes the
handbell. The addition of one or more fingers on the casting for all but the smalles-{ handbells

may be necessary to achieve a completely stopped sound.
Pluck: piindicates the "plucking” fechnique. Handbells are placed on a p edl fable and
sounded by moving the clapper manually.

Teaching Tips
® Practice these exercises using a pluck or b damp In e Thumb damp is most
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Eighth Note Fun

Incarporating eighth notes andties for 2 oct Ve
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Stop for a While

or 2 octaves of handbells gr handchjmes
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Stop for a While
For 3 octaves of handbells or handchimes
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Martellato Lift: vlIndicates a Martellato followed by immediately lifting hte
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Martellato lifts.
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Marting Along

Brenda E. Austin
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Celebration in Three
Lor 2 octaves of handbe
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Celebratlon in Three
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LV is a ferm megning "Le é@i
regardless of n?smg@esi ure lines or rests, until damping is indicated.

Successive LV marks signify that all previously sustained notes damp where
the new LV begins. The LV effect is ferminated by one of the wing: An R,
another LV, the damp sign, & or any stopped sound. E
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Shimmering Reflections !
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* Vib only applies to whole notes
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Shimmering Reflection
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