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Foreweord

Joy to the World: A Celebration of Carols features seven of the
best-loved carols arranged for choirs of any size. At 25-minutes
in length, this is ideally suited for inclusion in a Christmas wor-
ship service and is especially appropriate for Christmas Eve. Also
a great carol resource, the individual pieces can be performed dur-
ing regular Sunday services. Church, community, and school
choirs alike will find this a useful addition to their library.

The arrangements are for any size S.A.T.B. choir and are de-
signed for today’s amateur, volunteer singers. The settings are
not difficult and can be learned quickly — a real plus during the
busy holiday season!

The piano accompaniment works wonderfully by itself and the
optional instrumental accompaniment.is very feasible with parts
for a limited number of players which can be performed by ama-
teur or school-age musicians. Parts include:

eFlute eClarinet

*2 Trumpets *Horn in F (optional)
eTrombone eBass

e Percussion e Conductor’s Score

The narration is brief, taken primarily from the Bible, and tells
the story of«the birth of Jesus in simple terms, focusing on the
wonder of that first Christmas night.

No matter how you use Joy to the World: A Celebration of Choirs,
whether in a worship<service or in a concert setting, I hope you
will enjoy performing it as much as I enjoyed arranging it and
putting it together.

— Jay Althouse
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JOY TO THE WORLD:
A CELEBRATION OF CAROLS

1. Joy to the World

Arranged by Words by ISAAC WATTS. 1719

JAY ALTHOUSE Music by LOWELL MASON, 1848
Majestically (J =ca.92)
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NARRATOR: The birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way: Mary and Joseph, a young couple
from the city of Nazareth, were engaged to be married. But Mary was found to be with child, and
Joseph resolved to leave her. Just then, an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Joseph, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save the people from their sins.”

[music begins] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a

virgin shall conceive and bear us a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel,” which means
“God is with us.”

2.0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Arranged by Words by JOHN M. NEALE, 1851
JAY ALTHOUSE Music by THOMAS HELMORE, 1854
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NARRATOR: And it came to pass that-a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be taxed. So all went to be taxed, each to his own city. Joseph went from the city of
Nazareth, in Galilee, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, in Judea. Mary traveled
with him, even though she was great with child.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, there was no room for them in the inn, so they took refuge in a

manger. [music starts] And it was there, in the manger, in the town of Bethlehem, that Mary gave
birth to a son, which she and Joseph named Jesus, just as the angel had told Joseph to do.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel



20

3. Away in a Manger

Arranged by Words anonymous
JAY ALTHOUSE Music attr. to JAMES R. MURRAY, 1887
Andante (2 = ca. 84-88)
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NARRATOR: Now in that region of Judea, near Bethlehem, there were shepherds in the fields,
keeping watch over their flocks. On the night of Jesus’ birth, an angel appeared to these
shepherds; and they were filled with fear. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, I bring to
you good tidings of great joy. Forunto you is born this day, in Bethlehem, a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. This shall be a sign for you: you will find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and

lying in a manger.”

Away in a Manger



27

4. O Holy Night

Arranged by Words by JOHN S. DWIGHT 19th C.
JAY ALTHOUSE Music by ADOLPHE C. ADAM, 19th C.
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Words by CHARLES WESLEY, 1739, Music by FELIX MENDELSSOHN, 1840
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“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Words, Traditional French Carol, 18th C., Music, Traditional French melody, 18th C.
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NARRATOR:‘When the angels left and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let
us go to Bethlehem and see this thing which-has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to
us.” And so they left for Bethlehem.

The shepherds went with haste [music starts], and when they arrived in Bethlehem, they found
Mary, Joseph, and the baby in a manger.
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6. O Come, All Ye Faithful

Arranged by Words and Music by JOHN F. WADE, 1751
JAY ALTHOUSE
With a steady pulse (J = ca. 69) i) mf
SOPRANO g2 - | - | - — T -
ALTO (>3 % % % L ——— o]
[Y) -
O come, all ye
unis. mf 1
TENOR . -
BASS 2 % % % ——1
\C 1 |
With a steady pulse (J = ca. 69)
69 b2 i ] i ! %
9= % o o _G%L [ ———
= o ge = o . =
< - < & o
KEYBOARD P —
mf
2
v.4 b 5 O o (@) o (@)
7<)
6
) , | , | | , , |
I i - i i T~ i N — ! - T i —
faith - ful, joy -ful and tri - um - phant, O« come ye, O come_ ye to
. | i ] 1}9 {
It e
\C } | | ‘ | |
o) b | . |
> A i i i T I I T i
75 S i i i T i i
{y? — o i I I
© === H ==
. | | |
0 = I I " I
) z T . - ] — P I ! e —
- etz e T N
[ [ o * [ I '
© 2011 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188
www.hopepublishing.com 800-323-1049
All rights reserved.
[The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net




51

Tir

born the King of

T
|
I
[

him,

<

and be - hold__

7 ®

Come

le - hem!
E | e ]

* hoo

%

Beth

)"

11

N\

him, O

[&]

O Come, All Ye Faithful

a - dore

Jd dnd J

us

\_/

OO

come, let
Lord.
O

"ﬁ:m-)

the

4 4

him, O

N— ]

Christ____

i qub -

a - dore

>

a - dore__ him, -

]

us

|

come, let

l
us

o

'—#

come, let

7

121

16
21
[Y)

N\
N\




52

(optional S.A.T. trio)
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NARRATOR: After the shepherds had seen the baby Jesus, they went throughout the town and told
everyone they met that an angel had sent them to Bethlehem, where they would find the Son of God,
born in a manger, and that this had come to pass. Some did not believe the shepherds’ story, but the
shepherds knew it to be true, for they had seen it with their own eyes.

[music begins] And Mary, the young woman who had given birth to Jesus, the Son of God... Mary
knew it to be true also.

7. Silent Night

Arranged by Words by JOSEPH MOHR, 1818
JAY ALTHOUSE tr. by JOHN F. YOUNG, 1863
Music by FRANZ GRUBER, 1818
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Congregation/audience may join in singing the melody, m. 67 to end.
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