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Lord of The Dance

N W AN

by SYDNEY CARTER
C

I danced in the morning when the world was begun,

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth.
At Bethlehem I had my birth.

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,

but they would not dance, and they would not follow me,
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John,

they came with me and the Dance wenton.

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame,

the holy people said it was a shame;

they whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high;
and they left me there on a cross to die.

I'danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;

it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back;

they buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
<‘ but I am the Dance and I still go on.

They cut me down and I leapt up high,
I am the life'that’ll never, never die;
I’ll live inyou if you’ll live in me;

I amthe-Lord of the Dance, said he.

Refrain

Dance, then, wherever you may be;

T am the Lord of the Dance, said he.

And I’ll lead youall, wherever you may be,
and I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

U7
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Foreword

Sydney Carter’s classic hymn, Lord of the Dance;is a metaphorof'the life of
Christ.~In-beautiful, poetic language, Carter describes Jesus as The Piper,
calling his followers to‘the dance of life. This work is an elaboration on that
hymn, portraying each verse individually in a dramatic, colorful presenta-
tion -- all retelling the story from John 3:16, “For God so loved the.world that
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”

This 30-minute work is flexible enough to be used anytime during Lent,
following Sydney Carter’s hymn text, as it frames the life of Christ.

BIRTH: I danced inthe morning when the world-was begun.
LIFE: I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee.

DEATH: I danced ona Friday when the sky turned black.
RESURRECTION: They cut me down and I leapt up high.

For Maundy Thursday or Good Friday, it may be concluded with the
musicalbenediction, My Jesus, I Love Thee. For Palm Sunday or Easter
motning there is an additional narration and underscore (On the Third
Day) that leads into an exciting, complete setting of Lord of the Dance,
celebrating Christ’s vietorious resurrection:

Narration and scripture have been carefully chosen to complete the story,
tying together the verses of Lord of the Dance with a variety of other
timeless hymns and songs, creating a meaningful worship experience
for the congregation. The piano accompaniment works extremely well
by itself, while the optional instrumental parts require a minimal num-
ber.of players and will enhance the overall effect.

No matter how you use Lord of the Dance, 1 hope you will enjoy sharing this
musical experience with your congregation.

~Joe/ Ranrey
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7. 1 Danced in e Morving
Words by LORD OF THE DANCE
SYDNEY CARTER Shaker Melody, 19th c.
Arranged by JOEL RANEY Adapted by SYDNEY CARTER
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...but to save the world
through him. (John 3:16-17)
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Through his Son, God’s word became flesh. “In him was life and
that life was the Light of all mankind.” (John 1:4)
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. fares] Lord Jesus
Words: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677 CRUSADER’S HYMN
Arranged by JOEL RANEY Music: Schlesische Volkslieder, 1842
NARRATOR: When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
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I know my sheep and my sheep know me; just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.
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Words by LORD OF THE DANCE
SYDNEY CARTER Shaker Melody, 19th c.
Arranged by JOEL RANEY Adapted by SYDNEY CARTER
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4. ] Wen? Jesus To Wtk with Me

Traditional Spiritual Arranged by JOEL RANEY

NARRATOR: James and John were two of the twelve disciples Jesus called to walk
with him on earth.
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They ate with him, fished with him, and learned from him. They saw the crowds cheering him as he
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5. My Jesus, ] Love Thee
Words by GORDON
WILLIAM R. FEATHERSTONE Music by ADONIRAM J. GORDON
Arranged by JOEL RANEY
NARRATOR: That night in Jerusalem, Jesus shared the
Expressively (J =c. 80) Passover feast with his disciples. He broke bread for them,
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that one of them would betray him beforethe night was through. They each refused to believe
it could be.them, and all declared their loyalty and undying love.
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NARRATOR: After the meal, they sang a hymn together, and
then departed for the Mount of Olives, where Jesus went to...
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...the Garden of Gethsemane to pray.
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6. ] Danced on fhe Sabbalh
Words by LORD OF THE DANCE
SYDNEY CARTER Shaker Melody, 19th c.
Arranged by JOEL RANEY Adapted by SYDNEY CARTER
NARRATOR: During his:ministry on
Gently (J =¢ 88) earth, Jesus had amassed many enemies.
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Because he performed miracles of healing on the Sabbath; some Pharisees accused him of breaking

the Sabbath law.
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They sought to kill him because he insisted that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.
That night after Passover,
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as Jesus was praying in the Garden, Roman soldiers came and arrested him. He was accused, tried,
and ultimately convicted-of crimes he didn’t commit.
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NARRATOR: Jesus was whipped, mocked, and forced to carry
a tempo a cross on his back to Golgotha where he was to be crucified.
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they crucified him there, along with two criminals, one on either side. Jesus
cried out, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
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7 Remember Me
Words by Traditional Spiritual
JOEL RANEY Arranged by JOEL RANEY

NARRATOR: “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Jesus:
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
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But the other criminal rebuked him, saying, “We are punished justly, for weare getting what our deeds
deserve. But this. man has done nothing wrong.”
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Then he said; “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus replied,
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”
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8. | Danced on a Friday
Words by LORD OF THE DANCE
SYDNEY CARTER Shaker Melody, 19th c.
Arranged by JOEL RANEY Adapted by SYDNEY CARTER
J NARRATOR: It was now about noon, and darkness
Mournfully (¢ =c.72) came over the whole land until three in the afternoon,
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for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain-of the temple was torn intwo. Jesus called out with a loud voice,
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9. O Master, Lef Me Whlk with Thee
Words by MARYTON
WASHINGTON GLADDEN Music by WILLIAM H. WALTER
Arranged by JOEL RANEY
NARRATOR: And the Dance goes on...still. It goes on in the hearts of believers,
and in the lives of his followers. His crucifixion was not without meaning.
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“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53) Yes, the Dance goes on...
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in peace that only Christ can give, with thee, O Master, let us live.”
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0. Benediclion™
70. Benediclion
Words by GORDON
WILLIAM R. FEATHERSTONE Music by
Arranged by JOEL RANEY ADONIRAM J. GORDON
Reflectively (4=e.76) S.A. Unison 2 ( opt. Congregation join on melody ) **
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*NOTE: If “I Am the Lord of the Dance” (final movement) is used, then omit this piece.
**Congregational part can be found on pg. 62
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77. On e Third Day
(Instrumental Only)
CRUSADER’S HYMN &
Arranged by LORD OF THE DANCE
JOEL RANEY Adapted by SYDNEY CARTER
(CHOIR TACET) NARRATOR: The third day after his crucifixion, friends of Jesus went to
Steady (d = ¢ 80)) yisit the tomb where he was buried, only to find it empty.
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Two men in gleaming clothes said to them: “Why do you look for:the living among the dead? He is not here;

he has risen
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And upon his resurrection, Christ became more than “Lambof God,” he became “Christ the Conqueror.”
He came to earth as “Emmanuel” and left the earth as “Redeemer,”
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Christ is the incarnation of the piper, calling us to the Dance of eternal life. He came down from heaven
to lead that Dance.
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72. 1vdm the Lord of The Dance
Words by LORD OF THE DANCE
SYDNEY CARTER Shaker Melody, 19th c.
Arranged by JOEL RANEY Adapted by SYDNEY CARTER
NARRATOR: Dance, then, wherever you may
be. I'll live in you.... if you’ll live in me.
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Denediclion
Words by ¢ » GORDON
WILLIAM R. My Jesus’ I Love Thee Music by
FEATHERSTONE ADONIRAM J. GORDON
Congregation
(on cue)
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I.My Jei - sus, 1 love thee, 1 know  thou art
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sin I re - sign; my gra - cious. Re -
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ev - er 1 loved thee,” " my Je - sus, ’tis now.
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