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Foreword

Perhaps the prevailing theme of Christmas is the theme of joy. It punctuates our
music, our family gatherings, our worship experiences, and many of our long-
standing yuletide ‘traditions. We expect our experiences at Christmas and the
people with whom we share those moments to be filled with joy!

But what happens when they’re not? How do we handle the Christmas that
comes amidst one of life’s crushing blows? An unexpected job transition? A
traumatic health crisis? A difficult family dynamic? A major financial strain?
In those moments we have to dig.deep and find a joy that is rooted in some-
thing more solid than life’s fleeting challenges. The Psalmist said it this way:
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)
It is in those moments that we are reminded that true joy—deep joy-is.not
founded in the moments of life, but on the Creator of life.

As I was working out the “architecture” for this musical, I was struck by the
profound “joy” themes that permeate the lyrics in these Christmas.carols, both

old and new:

Born to reign in us forever, born to set hisipeople free,
dear Desire of everywnation, Joy of every longing heart.

Jesus, joy of the highest. heaven, born as a little baby under a wondrous star.

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation;
God s-salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation.

Joy ta the world! the Lordis come; let earth receive her King!
The message of Christmas is truly a message of joy! It is an eternal message
forall. It is a message to be embraced in the good days and the bad days. Joy

has,dawned upon the world. And that is something to celebrate!

— Lloyd Larson
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1. How Great Our Joy!

Arranged with New Music by
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2. Joy in the Morning

with Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Adapted and Arranged by Words and Music by
LLOYD LARSON NATALIE SLEETH
Incorporating ODE TO JOY
by LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

Narrator 1:

Joy to the world! The Lord has come! Joy has dawned, and today we celebrate God’s great gift of love
to all! But to Old Testament Israel, the hope of a brighter tomorrow — the promise of a joyful (music
begins)-future — seemed an elusive dream.

Narrator 2:  For over 400 years, God’s chosen people languished in bondage, longing for the day when the
promised Messiah would come to deliver them. The prophet Isaiah had assured them that, though they
were a people walking in darkness, a great light would eventually shine upon them.

Narrator 1: A Child would be born; a Son given. And the government would be upon-His shoulders and He would
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Narrator 2:  Anguish and weeping may endure for anight, but joy comes in the'morning.
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“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
Music: PICARDY, Traditional French Melody
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3. Mary Had a Baby

Arranged by
LLOYD LARSON

Narrator 2:

31

Traditional Spiritual
Incorporating ADESTE FIDELES
from John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751

Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would conceive and give birth to Emmanuel. In God’s perfect timing,
a young maiden named Mary, who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David,
was chosen by God to become the mother of the promised Messiah.

Narrator 1: - And-so-it came to be that Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman-world. Mary and Joseph went up from the town of Nazareth to Bethlehem, the town of David.
And while they were there, the time came for the baby to be born.
Narrator 2: Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, for
there had been no room for them in the inn. (music begins)
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4. Gloria in Excelsis Deo!

Words by LLOYD LARSON Arranged by LLOYD LARSON
and CHARLES WESLEY Tunes: BRING A TORCH,
Traditional French Carol,
and HYFRYDOL by ROWLAND H. PRICHARD

Narrator 1: It was a quiet night; just an ordinary night. There were shepherds keeping watch over their sheep on a

Narrator 2:

Narrator1:

Narrator 2:

Judean hillside outside of Bethlechem.

But this night became like no other night (music begins) when an angel appeared to the shepherds and
the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were terrified!

Theangel said to them, Do not be afraid, for [ bring you good news of great joy! Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born. He is Christ the Lord. You will find the Baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all!”
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S. Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven

Arranged by
LLOYD LARSON

Narrator 1:

with Away in a Manger

Words and Music by

KEITH GETTYand KRISTYN GETTY
Incorporating CRADLE SONG
by WILLIAM J. KIRKPATRICK

in the manger, just as the angel had told them.

Narrator 2:

The shepherds immediately left and soon found Mary, Joseph, and the newborn Baby, who was lying

After offering their humble gifts of adoration and praise, they hurried off to spread the word of all they

had witnessed: the-angelic proclamation, the newborn Child in the manger, the wonder of two'young
parents embracing their miraculous roles in God’s (music begins) unfolding story!

Narrator 1:
and pondered them in her heart.
— Simply, slowly J =ca. 63
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6. Brightest and Best of the Stars

Words by REGINALD HEBER
and WILLIAM C. DIX

Arranged with New Music

by LLOYD.LARSON
Incorporating GREENSLEEVES
Traditional English Melody

Narrator 2:  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod, there were Magi from the east who
came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? (music begins) We
have seen His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”

Narrator 1: * King'Herod, disturbed by this inquiry, called together the chief priests and teachers of the law asking
them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they replied, quoting from the prophet
Micah.

Narrator 2: Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the Child. Then report to me, so that I
too may go and worship Him.”

Narrator 1: The Magi went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went before them until it stopped
over the place where the Child was. There they found Jesus with His mother, Mary.

Narrator 2: They bowed down and worshipped Him. Opening their treasures, they presented Him gifts of gold,
incense, and myrrh.
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7. Joy Has Dawned

with Angels We Have Heard On High

Arranged by Words and Music by
LLOYD LARSON KEITH GETTY and STUART TOWNEND
Incorporating GLORIA,
. . . Traditional French.Carol
Narrator 1: The Christmas story is a story of joy!
Choir Member 1:  The Lord has done great things forus, and we are filled with joy!
Choir Member 2:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!
Choir Member 3: The joy of the Lord is my strength!
Choir Member 4:  Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy! (music begins)
Choir Member 5:  Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!
Narrator 2: This is a story of great joy! It is the fulfillment of God’s promise to end the night of suffering with the

dawn of redeeming light.
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7. Joy Has Dawned



Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:
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8. Jesus Christ Is Born!

Arranged with New Music
by LLOYD LARSON

(Narration begins at measure 9)

With angels, shepherds, and Magi, we celebrate the joyous news that the Messiah has been born!
Joy has dawned upon the world!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her king!

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice. For Christ is born today!

Narrator 1:  Go, tell it! Go, and shout it from the mountaintops: Jesus Christ is born!
Slowly, freely J =ca. 69
31) “Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come”
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Joy Has Dawned

A Christmas Celebration
Composed and Arranged by Lloyd Larson .. Orchestrated by Ed Hogan

1. How Great Our Joy!.(p. 2)
Narration (p. 15)

Narrator 1: Joy to the world! The Lord has come! Joy has dawned, and today we
celebrate God’s great gift of love to all! But to Old Testament Israel, the hope of a
brighter tomorrow — the promise of a joyful (music begins) future — seemed an elusive
dream.

Narrator 2:  For over 400 years, God’s.chosen people languished in bondage, longing
for the day when the promised Messiah would come to deliver them. The prophet Isaiah
had assured them that, though they-were a people walking in darkness, a great light
would eventually shine upon them.

Narrator 1: A Child would be'born; a Son given. And the government would be
upon His shoulders and He:would be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Narrator 2:  Anguish and weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the
morning.

2. Joy inthe Morning (p../5)
Narration (p. 31)

Narrator 2: Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would conceive and give birth to
Emmanuel. In God’s-perfect timing, a young maiden named Mary, who was engaged to
a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David, was chosen by God to become the
mother of the promised Messiah.

Narrator 1: And so it came to be that Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world. Mary and Joseph went up from the town of
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the town of David. And while they were there, the time came
for-the baby to be born.

Narrator 2: Mary.gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and
placed Him in a manger; for there had been no room for them in the inn. (music begins)

3. Mary Had a Baby (p. 31)
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Narration (p. 41)

Narrator 1: It was a quiet night; just an ordinary night. There were shepherds keeping
watch over their sheep on a Judean hillside outside of Bethlehem.

Narrator 2: But this night became like no other night (music begins) when an angel
appeared to the shepherds and the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were
terrified!

Narrator 12 The angel'said to them, “Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of
great joy! Today in the town of David a Savior has been born. He is Christ the Lord.
You will find the Baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Narrator 2: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all!”

4. Gloria in Excelsis Deo! (p. 41)
Narration (p. 49)

Narrator 1: The shepherds immediately left and soon found Mary, Joseph, and the
newborn Baby, who waslying in the manger, just as'the angel had told-them.

Narrator 2:  After‘offering their humble gifts of adoration and praise, they hurried off
to spread the word of all they had witnessed: the angelic proclamation, the newborn
Child in the manger, the wonder of two young parents embraeing their miraculous roles
in God’s (music begins) unfolding story!

Narrator 1:  All who heard it'were amazed at what the shepherds said! But Mary
treasured up all of these things and pondered them-in her heart.

5._ Jesus, Joy of the Highest/Heaven (p. 49)
Narration (p. 57)

Narrator 2: ~“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod, there
were Magi from the east who came to.Jerusalem asking, “Where is the One who has
been born King of the Jews? (music begins) We have seen His star in the east and have
come-to. worship Him.”

Narrator 1: King Herod, disturbed by this inquiry, called together the chief priests
and teachers of the law-asking them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem of
Judea,” they replied, quoting from the prophet Micah.

Narrator 2: Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time
the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful
search for the Child. Then report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.”
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Narrator 1: The Magi went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went
before them until it stopped over the place where the Child was. There they found Jesus
with His mother, Mary.

Narrator 2: They bowed down and worshipped Him. Opening their treasures, they
presented Him gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh.

6. Brightest and Best of the Stars (p. 57)
Narration (p. 68)
Narrator 1: The Christmas story is a story of joy!
Choir Member 1: The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy!
Choir Member 2:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!
Choir Member 3: The joy of the Lord.is my strength!
Choir Member 4: Those who sow in tears will reap.with songs of joy! (music.begins)
Choir Member 5: Shoutfor joy to the Lord, all the'earth!

Narrator 2: This is.a story of great joy! It.is the fulfillment of God’s promise to end
the night of suffering with the dawn of redeeming light.

7. Joy Has Dawned (p. 68)
Narration (p. 79) (Narration begins at measure 9)

Narrator 1: With angels, shepherds, and Magi, we celebrate the joyous news that the
Messiah has been born!

Narrator 2:  Joy has dawned upon the world!
Narrator 1: < Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her king!

Narrator 2:  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice. For Christ
is born:today!

Narrator 1:  Go, tell it!. Go, and shout it from the mountaintops: Jesus Christ is born!

8. Jesus Christ Is Born! (p. 79)
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