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Foreword
Perhaps the prevailing theme of Christmas is the theme of joy. It punctuates our
music, our family gatherings, our worship experiences, and many of our long-
standing yuletide traditions. We expect our experiences at Christmas and the
people with whom we share those moments to be filled with joy! 

But what happens when they’re not? How do we handle the Christmas that
comes amidst one of life’s crushing blows? An unexpected job transition? A
traumatic health crisis? A difficult family dynamic? A major financial strain?
In those moments we have to dig deep and find a joy that is rooted in some-
thing more solid than life’s fleeting challenges. The Psalmist said it this way:
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)
It is in those moments that we are reminded that true joy–deep joy–is not
founded in the moments of life, but on the Creator of life.

As I was working out the “architecture” for this musical, I was struck by the
profound “joy” themes that permeate the lyrics in these Christmas carols, both
old and new: 

Born to reign in us forever, born to set his people free;
dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.

Jesus, joy of the highest heaven, born as a little baby under a wondrous star.

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation;
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation.

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King!

The message of Christmas is truly a message of joy! It is an eternal message
for all. It is a message to be embraced in the good days and the bad days. Joy
has dawned upon the world. And that is something to celebrate!

— Lloyd Larson





CONTENTS

1. How Great Our Joy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

2. Joy in the Morning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
    with Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

3. Mary Had a Baby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

4. Gloria in Excelsis Deo! . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

5. Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven  . . . . . 49
    with Away in a Manger

6. Brightest and Best of the Stars  . . . . . . . 57

7. Joy Has Dawned  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
    with Angels We Have Heard On High

8. Jesus Christ Is Born! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

Narration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93



&

?

44

44
Piano

Œ œœœ ...œœœ jœœœb
...˙̇̇> œœ>œ œ ..˙̇

>

f

Regally q   = ca. 96 1

...˙̇̇ œœœb

œœ œœ œ œ ˙̇
>

...œœœ œ œ ...œœœb jœ

œœ
˙̇
>

œœ>

&

?

4

...œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ

œœ ˙̇
>

œœ

œœœbb œœœb ...œœœb J
œœœb

œœbb œ œb ˙̇b >
œœ>

...˙̇̇bb œœœbb

œœ œœbb œ œb ˙̇b >

&

?

7 ...œœœbb œ œ ...œœœbb jœ

œœ
˙̇bb >

œœ>

...œœœbb œ œ œ œ œ œb œœœ œœœb

œœ ˙̇bb >
œœb
>

œœœœn œœœ ...œœœn
J
œœœn

œœ œ œ ˙̇
>

œœ>

2 

1. How Great Our Joy!

© 2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.   International Copyright Secured.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Arranged with New Music by
LLOYD LARSON



&
?
&
?

10 ‰ Jœ œ œ ˙
Joy to the world!

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Joy to the world! Joy to the˙̇̇ œœœ œœœ œ

œœ ˙̇ œœ

f

f

S.A. Unison

T.B. Unison

œ œ œ œ ˙
Joy to the world!

˙ ‰ Jœ œ œ
world! Joy to the

....œœœœ œ œ ....œœœœ œ œ
œœ ˙̇ œœ

jœb ‰ œ .œb Jœ
Joy to the

Jœb ‰ œ .œb Jœ
world!...œœœbb œ œ ...œœœb œ œ

œœbb œœbb
œœ œœ

&
?

&
?

13 œ ‰ Jœ œœœb œœœ
world! The Lord hasœ ‰ Jœ œœb œœ

œœœbb œœœb œœœœ œœœœ
œœbb

œœb œœ œœ œœbb œœ

rit.

rit.

wcome!

..œœ J
œœ œœ œœ

come, the Lord has..œœ J
œœ œœ œœ

....œœœœn œ œ ˙˙̇
Œ œœœ ˙˙̇..˙̇ œœ

a tempo

a tempo

˙ Ó˙̇
come!˙̇ Ó

....œœœœn œ œ ˙˙̇
Œ œœœ ˙˙̇

..˙̇ œœ
&
?
&
?

16 œ œ œ .œ jœ
While by the sheep weœ œ œ .œ Jœ

œœœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ
œœ œœ ˙̇

F

F

F

“While by the Sheep We Watched”
Tune: JUNGST, Traditional German Melody;
Words: Traditional German Carol œ œ œ Œ

watched at night,

œ œ œ Œ
œœœ œœœ œœ œœœœ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ .œ jœ
glad tid ings brought anœ œ œ .œ Jœ

œœœ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œœœ
œœ

œœ ‰ jœ œ˙

-

3 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
?

&
?

19 œ œ œ ‰ jœœ
an gel bright. Howœ œ œ ‰ J

œœ
œœ œ œ œœ œ ˙̇œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ ‰̇ Jœ œ

..œœ# jœœ ˙̇
great our joy!..œœ Jœœ

˙̇

œœœ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœ œœœ
œ œœœ# œ œ˙ ˙

∑

∑

œœ# œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ
œ œ ˙˙ œ œ

-

&
?

&
?

22 œœ œœ ˙̇
Joy, joy, joy!œ œœ ˙̇

œœ œ œ œœœn œ œ œ œœœ œœœ œ œ œœ
œœ œœnn œ œœ˙

∑

∑

œ œ œ œœ œœœ# œ œ# œ œ
œœ œœ œ œœœ#˙

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Praise we the Lord inœœ œœ œ œœ# œœ œ

œœœn œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# œœœ
œœ

œœnn . œœ. œœ œœ œœ
&
?

&
?

25 œœ œœ# ˙̇
heav’n on high!œœ œœ ˙̇

œœœœ œœœ# œœœ œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ

œ œ˙

∑

∑

œœœ œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# œœ
œ œ œ. œ. œœ œœ

∑

∑

œœœ œœœ# œœœ œ œ œ
œœ œœ

‰ jœ œ˙

 2

4 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
?

&
?

28 Œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
There shall be born, soœ œ œ .œ Jœ

There shall be born, so

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ
œœ œœ œ œœ˙

mel.F
F

œ œ œ œ
he did say,œ œ œ Œ
he did say,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ̇ œ œ œœ
œœ œœ œ œ œœ

˙ ‰ jœ œ œ
in Beth leœ œ œ .œ Jœ

in Beth le hem a

œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ˙̇
œœ

œœ ‰ jœ œ˙

-

- -

-

&
?

&
?

31

œ œ œ ‰ jœœ
hem to day. Howœ œ œ ‰ J

œœ
Child to day.

œœ œ œ œœ œ ˙̇̇œ œ
œœ œœ ‰̇ Jœ œ

mel. ..œœ# jœœ ˙̇
great our joy!..œœ Jœœ

˙̇

œœœ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ
œœ œœ

œ œœ˙

∑

∑
œœœ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœœœ œ
œ œœœ# œ œœœ
˙ ˙

-

-

&
?
&
?

34 œœ œœ ˙̇
Joy, joy, joy!œ œœ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œn
œœ œœ œ œœœ˙

∑

∑
œœ œ œ œ œ œœœœ# œ œ œ œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Praise we the Lord inœœ œœ œ œœ# œœ œ

œœœn œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# œœœ
œœ œœ.

œœ. œœ œœ œœ

5 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
?
&
?

37 œœ œœ# ˙̇
heav’n on high!œœ œœ ˙̇

œœœœ œœœ# œœœ œ œ œ œœœ

œœ œœ
œ œœ˙

∑

∑
œœœn œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# œœœ
œœ

œœ. œœ. œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑
œœœœ œœœ# œœœ œ œœœ

œœ œœ
‰ jœ œ˙

 3

&
?
&
?

40 ‰ jœ œ œ ˙
How great our joy!

Ó ‰ Jœ œ œ
How great our∑

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœn . œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.
˙̇ ˙̇

P

P
P

‰ jœ œ œ ˙
How great our joy!

˙ ‰ Jœ œ œ
joy! How great our∑

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.
˙̇ ˙̇

&

?

&
?

42 ‰ jœ œ œ ˙#
How great our joy,

˙ ‰ Jœ œ œ
joy! How great our

∑
œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# . œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ œ# Œjoy, joy, joy!

œ œ œ
joy, joy, joy!

Ó ‰ jœ œ œHow great our

Jœ œ œ
How great our

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.
œœ œœ ˙̇##

F

F

F

6 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&

?

&
?

44 ‰ jœ œ œn ˙
How great our joy!

Ó ‰ Jœ œ œ
How great our

œ œ œ œjoy, our joy, our

œ œ œ œ œ
joy, our joy, great our

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.
˙̇ ˙̇

‰ jœ œ œ ˙
How great our joy!

˙ ‰ Jœ œ œ
joy! How great our

˙ jœ ‰ œ œjoy! Great our

œ œ Jœ œ
joy, our joy! Our

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.
˙̇ ˙̇

&

?

&
?

46 ‰ jœ œ œ .œ# jœ
How great our joy, our

˙ ‰ Jœ œ œ
joy! How great our

œ œ jœ ‰ œ œjoy, our joy, great our

œ œ œ Jœ œ œ
joy, great our joy, great our

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# . œœœ. œœœ# . œœœ.
˙̇ ˙̇

.˙ Œjoy!

œ œ œ
joy, our joy!

œ œ œ Œ
joy, our joy!œ œ œ
joy, our joy!

&

œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ- œgggggggggggg

œœœ
œœ œœ œœ-

œœœ
&
&
&
?

48 ˙ .œ jœ
The gift of

Œ œ œ œ
The gift, the

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇̇gggggg

˙̇̇gggggg

A.B.

S.T. .˙ œ
God we’ll

.œ jœ ˙
gift of God

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇gggggg

œ œ œw

7 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
&
&
?

50 ˙ ˙
cher ish

Œ œ œ œ
we’ll cher ish

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇̇gggggg

˙̇

.˙ Œ
well,

.˙ Œ
well,

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇
wggggg

˙ .œ jœ
that ev ’ry

Œ œ œ œ
that ev ’ry,

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ ‰ jœ œ˙ ˙

-

-

-

-

&

&
&
?

53

.˙ œ
joy our

.œ jœ œ œ
ev ’ry joy our

œœ œ œ œ œœœ. œœœ œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ œ. ‰ jœ œ.œ Jœ. ˙

˙ ˙
hearts shall

œ œ œ œ
hearts, our hearts shall

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ
˙ ˙

.˙ ‰ jœœ
fill. How

.˙ ‰ J
œœ

fill.

?

œœœ œ œ œœœ œœœ. œœœ œ œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ œ

.
˙̇.œ Jœ.

S.A.

T.B.

-

&
?
&
?

56 ..œœ# jœœ ˙̇
great our joy!..œœ Jœœ

˙̇

œœœ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ
œœ œœ

œ œœ˙

∑

∑
œœœ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœœœ œ
œ œœœ# œ œœœ
˙ ˙

8 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
?
&
?

58 œœ œœ ˙̇
Joy, joy, joy!œ œœ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œn
œœ œœ œ œœœ˙

∑

∑
œœ œ œ œ œ œœœœ# œ œ œ œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Praise we the Lord inœœ œœ œ œœ# œœ œ

œœœn œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# œœœ
œœ œœ.

œœ. œœ œœ œœ
&
?

&
?

61 œœ œœ# ˙̇
heav’n on high!œœ œœ ˙̇

œœœœ œœœ# œœœ œ œ œ œœœ

œœ œœ
œ œœ˙

∑

∑
œœœn œœœ. œœœ. œœœ# œœœ
œœ

œœ. œœ. œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑
œœœœ œœœ# œœœ œ œœœ

œœ œœ
‰ jœ œ˙

&
?

&
?

64 ˙̇ œœ œœ
Praise we the˙̇ œœ œ

˙̇̇n œœœ œœœ
œœ œ œ œœ> œœ œœ

˙̇ ˙̇
Lord in˙̇# œ̇ œ

˙̇̇# ˙̇̇

œœ
œœ œœ œœ

ww
heav’n,ww

œœœœ œ œ œ œ œœœœ œœœœ
œ œœœ ˙˙˙̇
w

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

9 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
?

&
?

##
##
##
##

67 Ó ˙̇̇
on

Ó ˙̇#
on

œœœœ
3

œ œ œ œœ œœœ#
œ œœœ œœœ# œœ.˙

rit.

rit.

www
high!˙̇# ..œœ Jœœ
high, on

œœœ# œ œ œ ˙̇̇
Œ œœœ# ˙˙̇

..˙̇ œœ

f

f

Slightly broader q   = ca. 88

Slightly broader q   = ca. 88

f
˙̇̇ Ó
˙̇# Ó

high!

œœœ# œ œ œ œœ œ# œ œ œœ œ
Œ œœœ# œœœ œœœœww

 4

&
?
&
?

##
##
##
##

70 œ .œ œ .œ jœ
Joy to the world! theœ .œ œ .œ Jœ

œœœ .œ œ œœ œ œ œœœ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

“Joy to the World! the Lord is Come”
Tune: ANTIOCH by Lowell Mason, based on George F. Handel;
Words: Isaac Watts œ œ œ ‰ jœ

Lord is come; letœ œ œ ‰ Jœ

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœœœ œœ
œœ œœ

‰ jœ œ˙

..œœ jœœ ..œœ
jœœ

earth re ceive her..œœ Jœœ .œ Jœ

..œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

..œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

-

&
?
&
?

##

##
##
##

73 .˙ ‰ jœœ
King; let

˙ œ
..˙̇ ‰ Jœœ

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ˙ ˙

œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
ev ’ry heart preœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ˙ ˙

- -

10 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&

?

&
?

##

##
##
##

75 œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
pare him room, and

œœ œœ œœ Jœœ ‰
œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œ œ
œ œ œ œ˙ ˙

œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ ‰ œ œ
heav’n and na ture sing, and

œ œ Jœ

Œ ‰ jœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
and heav’n and na ture

œ œ

.œ œ œ .œ œ œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

F

F

F

-

-

&

?

&
?

##

##
##
##

42

42

42

42

77

œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ ‰ œ œ
heav’n and na ture sing, and

and

œ œ Jœ
œ ‰ J

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
sing, and heav’n and na ture

.œ œ œ .œ œ œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

jœ œ jœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
heav’n,

heav’n,

and

and

heav’n

heav’n

and

and

œ œ œ œ
œœ œ œ .œ œ œ œ

sing, and heav’n and

œ .œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ ..œœ œœ œœ œœœœ œ
œœ œœ ..œœ

jœœ

-

-

&
?

&
?

##
##
##
##

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

79

œœ œœ
na tureœ œ
na ture

œœœ œœœ
.œ jœœ

w
sing.ww
sing.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœœ œœ
Œ œœ Œ œœ˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œ .œ jœ
How great our

Œ œ .œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœœ œœ
Œ œœ Œ œœ˙̇ ˙̇

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco
-

-

11 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

82 ˙ Œ œ
joy! How

˙ Œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœœ œœ
Œ œœ Œ œœ˙̇ ˙̇

œ œœ ˙̇
great our joy!

œ œœ œ œ˙

œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œœœœœ œœ
Œ œœ Œ œœ˙̇ ..œœ J

œœ

rit.

rit.

5 

Œ œœ ..œœ jœœ
Joy to the

Œ œœ ..œœ Jœœ
œœœ œœ œ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇
f

f

f

a tempo

a tempo

&
?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

85 ..˙̇ œ
earth! the..˙̇ œ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇ ˙̇
Sav ior˙̇ ˙̇

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇nn

˙̇ Œ œ
reigns;

letœ
let˙̇ Œ œ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇bb

-

&
?
&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

88 .˙ œall their.œ Jœ œ œ
all, let all their..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙songs em

˙ ˙
songs em˙̇ ˙̇n

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœn œœœ œœœn œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

wploy;.œ Jœ œ œ
ploy, their songs em..œœ Jœœ

œœ œœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ

- -

-

12 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
?
&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

91 ˙ Œ œœ
while

˙
ploy;˙̇b Œ œœ

œœœœb œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœb œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
˙b ˙̇
wb

œœ œœ œ œ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
fields and floods, rocks,

œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œœn œ ...œœœ œœ œœœ œœœœ œ
œ œœ œ œœ˙ ˙

&

?
&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb

bbb

93 œœ œœ œ œ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
hills and plains re

œ
œœ œœ œœ Jœœ ‰
œ œ œœ œ ...œœœ œœ œœ œ œœœ œ œ
œ œœ œ œœ˙ ˙

œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ ‰ œ œ
peat the sound ing joy, re

œ œ Jœ

Œ ‰
jœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

re peat the sound ing

œ œ
˙ .œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœ œœ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ œ œ

F

F

F

- -

- -

-

&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

95

œœb œœ œ œ œ œœ ‰ œ œ
peat the sound ing joy, re

re

œ œ Jœ
œ ‰ jœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

joy, re peat the sound ing

œb œ

˙b .œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœb œœ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ œ œ

jœ œ jœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
peat

peat,

re

re

peat

peat

the

the

œ œ œ œ
œœ œ œ .œ œ œ œ

joy, re peat the

œ .œ Jœ
œ œ œ œ ..œœ œœ œœœ œœœœ œ œ
œœ œœ ..œœ

jœœ

-

- -

- -

-

- -

13 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

97

˙̇ ˙̇
sound ing

˙̇ œ œ
sound ing

˙

œœœ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙ ˙œ œœ œ œœ

www
joy!

ww
joy!œœœ

œœœ ...œœœ J
œœœ

œœ œ œ ˙̇
>

œœ>

f

f

f

‰ Jœ œ œ ˙
Joy to the world!

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Joy to the world! Joy to the˙̇̇ œœœ œœœ œ

œœ ˙̇ œœ

-

-

&
?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

100 œ œ œ œ ˙
Joy to the world!˙ ‰ Jœ œ œ

world! Joy to the....œœœœ œ œ ....œœœœ œ œ
œœ ˙̇ œœ

Jœb ‰ œ .œb Jœ
Joy to the

Jœb ‰ œ .œb Jœ
world!...œœœbb œ œ ...œœœb œ œ

œœbb œœbb
œœ œœ

œ ‰ Jœ œœœb œœœ
world! The Lord hasœ ‰ Jœ œœb œœ

œœœbb œœœb œœœœ œœœœ
œœbb

œœb œœ œœ œœbb œœ

cresc.

cresc. e rit.

cresc. e rit.

&
?
&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

103 wcome!..œœ J
œœ œœ œœ

come, the Lord has...œœœ J
œœœ œœ œœ

....œœœœn œ œ ˙˙˙
Œ œœœ ˙˙̇..˙̇ œœ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

www
come!www

wwww>
˙̇> œœ

> œœ
> œœ

> œœ
>

œ
>

œ
>

œ
>

œ
>

œ
>

∑

∑

œœ
^

Œ Óœœv

14 

1. How Great Our Joy!



&
&

bbbb

bbbb
C
C

Piano

œ œ œ œ

∑

Pensively, freely h   = ca. 48

p

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
Music: PICARDY, Traditional French Melody 6 ˙ œ œ

∑

˙ .œ ‰
∑

œ œ œ œ

∑

&
&

bbbb

bbbb

5 ˙ œ œ

∑

.˙ Jœ ‰
∑

Œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙

˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

˙ .œ ‰
œ œ ˙

&
&

bbbb

bbbb

10 œ œ œ œ

w

˙ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ ?

.˙ Œ.˙
Ó œœ œœœœ œœ

œ œ œ œw
ww

P ˙ ˙.˙ œ
ww

15 

Words and Music by
NATALIE SLEETH

Incorporating ODE TO JOY
by LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

2. Joy in the Morning
with Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Joy in the Morning © 1977 and this arr. © 2019 Hope Publishing Company
Ode to Joy © 2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved.   International Copyright Secured.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Adapted and Arranged by
LLOYD LARSON

Narrator 1:    Joy to the world! The Lord has come! Joy has dawned, and today we celebrate God’s great gift of love     
                        to all! But to Old Testament Israel, the hope of a brighter tomorrow – the promise of a joyful (music         
                        begins) future – seemed an elusive dream. 

Narrator 2:     For over 400 years, God’s chosen people languished in bondage, longing for the day when the 
                         promised Messiah would come to deliver them. The prophet Isaiah had assured them that, though they 
                         were a people walking in darkness, a great light would eventually shine upon them. 

Narrator 1:     A Child would be born; a Son given. And the government would be upon His shoulders and He would 
                         be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Narrator 2:     Anguish and weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.
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Traditional Spiritual
Incorporating ADESTE FIDELES

from John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751

3. Mary Had a Baby

© 2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.   International Copyright Secured.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Arranged by
LLOYD LARSON

Narrator 2:    Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would conceive and give birth to Emmanuel. In God’s perfect timing, 
                        a young maiden named Mary, who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David, 
                        was chosen by God to become the mother of the promised Messiah. 

Narrator 1:    And so it came to be that Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
                        Roman world. Mary and Joseph went up from the town of Nazareth to Bethlehem, the town of David. 
                        And while they were there, the time came for the baby to be born.

Narrator 2:    Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, for 
                        there had been no room for them in the inn. (music begins)
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Arranged by LLOYD LARSON
Tunes: BRING A TORCH,

Traditional French Carol,
and HYFRYDOL by ROWLAND H. PRICHARD

4. Gloria in Excelsis Deo!

© 2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.   International Copyright Secured.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Words by LLOYD LARSON
and CHARLES WESLEY

Narrator 1:    It was a quiet night; just an ordinary night. There were shepherds keeping watch over their sheep on a 
                        Judean hillside outside of Bethlehem. 

Narrator 2:    But this night became like no other night (music begins) when an angel appeared to the shepherds and  
                        the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were terrified! 

Narrator 1:    The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of great joy! Today in the town of 
                        David a Savior has been born. He is Christ the Lord. You will find the Baby wrapped in cloths and 
                        lying in a manger.”

Narrator 2:    Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
                        “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all!”
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Words and Music by
KEITH GETTY and KRISTYN GETTY

Incorporating CRADLE SONG
by WILLIAM J. KIRKPATRICK

5. Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven
with Away in a Manger

© 2011 and this arr. © 2019 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) (admin. By Music Services)
All right reserved.   Used by permission.

 Sole Selling Agent of this 2019 Arrangement: Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
www.hopepublishing.com.   800-323-1049

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Arranged by
LLOYD LARSON

Narrator 1:    The shepherds immediately left and soon found Mary, Joseph, and the newborn Baby, who was lying 
                        in the manger, just as the angel had told them. 

Narrator 2:    After offering their humble gifts of adoration and praise, they hurried off to spread the word of all they 
                        had witnessed: the angelic proclamation, the newborn Child in the manger, the wonder of two young 
                        parents embracing their miraculous roles in God’s (music begins) unfolding story!

Narrator 1:    All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said! But Mary treasured up all of these things 
                        and pondered them in her heart.
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Arranged with New Music
by LLOYD LARSON

Incorporating GREENSLEEVES
Traditional English Melody

6. Brightest and Best of the Stars

© 2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.   International Copyright Secured.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Words by REGINALD HEBER
and WILLIAM C. DIX

Narrator 2:    After Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod, there were Magi from the east who 
                        came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? (music begins) We  
                        have seen His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”

Narrator 1:    King Herod, disturbed by this inquiry, called together the chief priests and teachers of the law asking 
                        them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they replied, quoting from the prophet 
                        Micah.

Narrator 2:    Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent 
                        them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the Child. Then report to me, so that I 
                        too may go and worship Him.”

Narrator 1:    The Magi went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went before them until it stopped 
                        over the place where the Child was. There they found Jesus with His mother, Mary. 

Narrator 2:    They bowed down and worshipped Him. Opening their treasures, they presented Him gifts of gold, 
                        incense, and myrrh. 
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Words and Music by
KEITH GETTY and STUART TOWNEND

Incorporating GLORIA,
Traditional French Carol

7. Joy Has Dawned
with Angels We Have Heard On High

© 2005 and this arr. © Hope Thankyou Music (PRS) (adm. Worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com 
excluding Europe which is adm. By Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family. Songs@integritymusic.com)

All right reserved.   Used by permission.

 Sole Selling Agent of this 2019 Arrangement: Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
www.hopepublishing.com.   800-323-1049

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Arranged by
LLOYD LARSON

Narrator 1:    The Christmas story is a story of joy! 

    Choir Member 1:    The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy! 

    Choir Member 2:    Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!

    Choir Member 3:    The joy of the Lord is my strength! 

    Choir Member 4:    Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy! (music begins)

    Choir Member 5:    Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!

Narrator 2:    This is a story of great joy! It is the fulfillment of God’s promise to end the night of suffering with the 
                        dawn of redeeming light. 
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˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ ˙
now un furled,œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ ˙˙ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇

.œ jœ œ œ
hope for ev ’ry.œ Jœ œ œ

œœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ

˙ œœ Œ
na tion.

œ œ
˙̇ œœ Œ
˙ œœ

œ œ œ œœ œ ?

œ œ œ œœ œ˙

- - - - -

&
?
?
?

b

b
b
b

37 ..œœ jœ œœ œœ
Not with fan fares..œœ Jœœ œ œœ

œœ œ œ œœ œœ

˙̇ œœ œœ
f

f

f œœ œ œ ˙̇
from a bove,

œ
œœ œœ ˙̇
œ œ œ œ œ œ˙̇ ˙ &

˙̇ ˙̇

..œœ jœ œœ œœ
not with scenes ofœœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙̇
˙ ˙̇œ œ

˙̇ œœ Œ
glo ry,˙̇ œœ Œ

..œœ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙̇
˙ ˙̇
w

- - -
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21
21
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22

22
22

22

41

.œ jœ œ œ
but a hum ble

.œ Jœ œ œ
œ œ œ œœ œ œ˙ ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

F

F
œ œ ˙

gift of love:

œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ ˙˙ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇

.œ jœ œ œ
Je sus born of

.œ Jœ œ œ

œœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ

˙
Ma

œ œ
œ œ œ˙

œœ œœ
œ œ œ˙

- - -

&
?

&
?

b

b
b

b

22

22

22

22

##
##
##

##

45

w
ry.w

.œ jœ œ œ˙̇ ˙̇
˙ ˙̇œ œ

˙ Ó
˙ Ó
œœœ œœ œœœ œ œ˙
œ œ œ ‰ jœ œ˙ ˙

poco rit.

poco rit.

∑
∑

.œ jœ œ œ˙̇ ˙̇
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ˙ ˙

Slightly slower h   = ca. 54

Slightly slower h   = ca. 54

∑
∑

˙ œœ œœœ œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ œœ œœ˙

 28

&
?

&
?

##
##
##
##

49

.œ jœ œ œ
Sounds of won der

∑

˙ ˙œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇

P

P
œ œ ˙

fill the sky

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ

.œ jœ œ œ
with the songs of

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ

˙ œ Œ
an gels

Ó œ œ
An gels

œ œ œ œ œœ œœœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙

P- -

-
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53

.œ jœ œ œ
as the might y.œ Jœ œ œ

sing the might y

˙ ˙œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ ˙
Prince of Lifeœ œ ˙
Prince of Life

œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

.œ jœ œ œ
shel ters in a.œ Jœ œ œ
shel ters in a

œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœœ˙ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

˙ œ Œ
sta ble.œ œ œ Œ
sta ble.

œœ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œœ œœœ˙

-

-

-

-

-

-

&
?

&
?

##
##
##
##

57 ∑
.œ Jœ

œ œ
Hands that set each

œ œ œ œœœ œ œ˙ œ
‰ jœ œ œœ œœ˙

F

F

∑
œ œ œ ˙

star in place,

œ œ œ ˙˙˙ œ œ
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ˙ ˙

∑
.œ Jœ œ œ

shaped the earth in

œœ œ œ œ œ˙̇
‰ .œ œ œ œœ œ ˙

&
?

&
?

##
##
##
##

60 ∑
˙ ˙

dark ness,

˙̇̇ œœœn œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ œ ˙
wn

∑
˙ Ó
˙̇̇ œœœn œn œ œ
‰ jœ œ œ œ œwn

.œ jœ œ œ
cling now to a

∑

œ œ œ œœ œ œ˙ ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

P

P

œ œ ˙
moth er’s breast

Ó Œ œ
vul

œ œ œ œ ˙˙ œ œ
˙̇ œ œ˙

P
-

-

-
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b

b

b

b
b

64 ∑

.œ jœ œ œ
vul n’ra ble and

œ œ œ œ
n’ra ble and

œœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ

Children’s Choir 
(opt. Unis. Voices)

S.A.

T.B.

∑

˙ ˙̇
help

œ œ
˙ ˙̇

help

œœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇

poco accel.

poco accel.

 29

œ œ œ œ
Come to Beth le

ww
less.ww
less.

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ œ œ

F

F

F

F
RH detached

pedal sparingly

Slightly faster  h   = ca. 56

Slightly faster  h   = ca. 56

- -

- -

-

-

-

-

&

&
?

b

b

b

67 .œ Jœ ˙
hem, and see

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ .œ jœ

œ œ œ œ
Him whose birth the

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ Œ
an gels sing;

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœ œ œ˙
œ œ œ œ

-

&

&
?

b

b

b

70 œ œ œ œ
come, a dore on

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

.œ jœ œ œ

.œ Jœ ˙
bend ed knee

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

.œ
jœ .œ jœ

œ œ œ œ
Christ the Lord, the

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œ œ œ œ

- -

73 

7. Joy Has Dawned



&
&

&
?

&
?

b
b

b

b
b

b

73

.œ jœ œ Œ
new born King.

∑

∑

∑
œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœ œ œ œœ œ
œ œ

Œ œœ˙

Children’s Choir (opt. Unis. Voices)

High Voice Descant

S.A.

T.B.

˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

∑

˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo˙ œ œ œ œ

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ˙
˙ ˙̇œ œ

f

f

f

f

˙ œ œ œ œ
∑

˙ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ œ
œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
œ œ ˙̇̇

˙ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ œ

Glo

˙ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ œ
œœ œ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ
˙ ˙̇œ œ

f- -

-

-

&
&
&
?

&
?

b
b
b

b
b

b

77

.œ jœ ˙
ri a

˙ œ œ œ
ri

.œ jœ ˙
ri a

.œ jœ ˙
œœœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
˙ ˙œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ œ
a in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ œœ Œ̇ œ

˙ œ Œ
De o!

˙ œ Œ
De o!

˙ œ Œ
De o!˙ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ.œ Jœ
˙̇ œ œ œ˙

˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

Œ œ œ ˙
Glo ri a,

˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo˙ œ œ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

- -

-

- -

- -

- - -

- -

-

-

-

- -

-

-
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b
b
b

81 ˙ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ ˙

glo ri a,

˙ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ ˙

glo ri a,

˙ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

.œ jœ ˙
ri a

.œ Jœ ˙
glo ri a

.œ jœ ˙
ri a

.œ jœ ˙
œœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œœœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

- - - -

- - -

- -

- - -

&

&
&
?
&
?

b

b
b

b
b

b

84

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ
œœœ œœ œ œœœ œœœ ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙
De

˙ œ œ
De

˙ ˙
De

˙ ˙
œœœ œ œ œ œ œ˙̇

œ œœ œ œ œ
˙ ˙

w
o!

w
o!

w
o!

w
œœœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

‰ jœ œ ˙̇̇
w

F

F

F
F

F

end Children’s Choir (opt. Unis. Voices)

w
w

w
w
œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
wẇ ˙

end High Voice Descant
- -

- -

- -

-

-

-
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#

88 ∑

∑
œœœ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ œœ

˙ ˙̇̇
w
cresc.

S.A.

T.B.

∑

∑
...œœœ# Jœ œœœ œœœœ

‰ jœ œ# œœœ œœ
w

rit.

rit.

 30

.œ jœ œ œ
Shep herds bow be.œ Jœ œ œ

œœœœ œ œ œœœ œ œ œœ œœœœ œœ ˙̇

f

f

f

Broadly  h   = ca. 52

Broadly  h   = ca. 52

œ œ ˙
fore the Lamb,œ œ ˙

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
..œœ

jœœ ˙̇

- -

&
?

&
?

#

#
#

#

92 .œ jœ œ œ
gaz ing at the.œ Jœ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œœœ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

˙ œ Œ
glo ry;˙ œ Œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

.œ jœ œ œ
gifts of men from.œ Jœ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œœœ œ œ œœ œ
˙̇ ˙̇

- -

&
?

&
?

#

#
#
#

95

œ œ ˙
dis tant landsœ œ ˙

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
..œœ

jœœ ˙̇

.œ jœ œ œ
proph e sy the.œ Jœ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œœœ
˙̇ œœ œœ œœ

˙ ˙sto˙ œ œ
stow ˙ ˙

œœœ
3

œ œ œ ˙̇œ œ
œ œœ ˙̇̇
w

- - -

-

-
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98 ˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

∑

œ Œ œ œ œ œ
ry. Glo

œ œ œ
ry. Glo riœœ Œ œœ œœ
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
œœ œœ ˙̇

fChildren’s Choir (opt. Unis. Voices)

High Voice Descant

S.A.

T.B.

˙ œ œ œ œ
∑

˙ œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ
a, glo ri˙ œœ œœœ œ
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
œœ œœ ˙̇

˙ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ œ

Glo

˙ œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ
a, glo ri˙ œœ œœœ œ
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
œœ œœ ˙̇

f
.œ jœ ˙

ri a

˙ œ œ œ
ri

.œ jœ ˙
ri a

œ œ œ ˙
a, glo ri aœœ œœ œœ œ̇ œ
œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœœœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

- - - - -

- -

-
- -

- - -

-
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#
#

#

#
#

#

102

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ œ
a in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sisœœ œœ œ œœ
œœ œ œœœ œ œœœ œ œœœ
œœ œœ

œœ œœ

˙ œ Œ
De o!

˙ œ Œ
De o!

˙ œ Œ
De o!

˙ œ
De o!˙̇ œœ Œ
œœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœœ˙
œ œœœ œ œ œœœ˙ ˙

˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

Œ œ œ ˙
Glo ri a,

˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

Œ œ œ œ
Sing glo ri

Œ œœ œœ œœ
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙

˙̇ ˙̇

- -

- -
- -

- -

-

-
-

-

- -

- -

-

-
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105 ˙ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ ˙

glo ri a,

˙ œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ
a, glo ri˙̇ œœ œœ
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ ˙

glo ri a,

˙ œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ
a, glo ri˙̇ œœ œœ
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

.œ jœ œ Œ
ri a.œ Jœ œ Œ

glo ri a

.œ jœ œ Œ
ri a

œ œ œ œ
a, glo ri aœœ œœ œœ œœ Œ
œœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œœœ œœ
œœ

œœ œœ œœ

- -

-

- -

- -

- - -

- -
- - -

- - -
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#

#
#

#
#
#

108

œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sisœ œ œ œ œ
in ex cel sis

œœ œœ œœ œœ
in ex cel sis

œœ œœ œ œœ
œœœ œœ œ œœœ œœœœ
œœ œœ

œœ œœ

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

molto rit.

molto rit.

˙ ˙̇
De

˙ œ œ
De

˙̇ œœ œœ
De

œ œ œ œ œw
œœœ œ œ œ œœ œœœœœ œ
œœ œœ

œœ œœ

ww
o!w
o!

ww
o!ww
wwww
˙̇̇ ˙̇>˙̇

>

wwU

wU

wwU

wwU
wwww

U
wwwU>ww>u

- -

- -

- -

-

-

-
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44
Piano

˙̇ ..œœ J
œœ

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
w

Slowly, freely  q   = ca. 69
“Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come”
Music: ANTIOCH, by Lowell Mason, based on G.F. Handel

p

 31 ..˙̇ œœ
‰ jœ œ œ ˙
w

˙̇ ˙̇
‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
w

.˙ œœœ ..˙̇
‰ jœ œ œ ˙
w

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

5 ..˙̇ œœ

‰ jœ œ œ ˙w
cresc. poco a poco

..˙̇ œœ

‰ jœ œ œn ˙w

ẇ œ œ

‰ jœ œb œ ˙w

˙̇ œ œœw
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

9 œœ œœ œ œ˙
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

P
..œœ jœœ œœ œ œ

‰ jœ œ œ ˙
w

œ œ œ œw
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

.œ jœ .œ jœ˙ ˙
‰ jœ œb œ ˙wb

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

13 œ œ œ œœ œœ.˙
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

..˙̇ œœ œœ
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

œ œ œ œœ œœ.˙b
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

.˙ œ œw
‰ jœ œ œ ˙w

79 

8. Jesus Christ Is Born!

© 2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.   International Copyright Secured.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net. 

Arranged with New Music 
by LLOYD LARSON

                        (Narration begins at measure 9)

Narrator 1:    With angels, shepherds, and Magi, we celebrate the joyous news that the Messiah has been born!

Narrator 2:     Joy has dawned upon the world!

Narrator 1:     Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her king!

Narrator 2:    Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice. For Christ is born today!

Narrator 1:    Go, tell it! Go, and shout it from the mountaintops: Jesus Christ is born!



&
?

bbbb

bbbb
b

b
86

86

17 œœ ˙̇ œœ
.œ jœ œ œœ œ .˙

.œ jœ œ œ˙ ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇b
‰ jœ œb œ ˙.˙b œ

rit.

...˙̇̇gggggggggggggggg

œœœ œ
wwwnp

&

&
?

b

b

b

86

86

86

21 ∑

œ jœ œ œ œ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

Buoyantly q k   = ca. 76

P

Buoyantly q k   = ca. 76
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, Traditional German Melody; 
Words: Latin Carol, tr. John M. Neale ∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

∑

œ jœ œ œ œ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

F

 32 Œ . Œ jœ
Good

œ œ œ œ jœ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

FS.A.T.B. Unison

&

&
?

b

b

b

25

œ jœ œ Jœ
Chris tian friends, re

œ jœ œ œ œ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

œ Jœ œ Jœ
joice with

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

œ jœ œ Jœ
heart and soul and

œ jœ œ œ œ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

œ Jœ œ ‰
voice;

œ œ œ œ jœ
œœœ ‰ œœœb ‰

- -

&

&
?

b

b

b

29 œ Jœ œ Jœ
give ye heed to

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœ ‰ œœ Jœœ

œ jœ œ ‰
what we say:

œ œ œœ œœœ ‰
œœ Jœœ œ œ œ

œ jœ œ jœ
Je sus Christ is

...œœœ œœœ jœœœ
‰ œ œ ‰ œ œ

œ jœ œ ‰
born to day;

œœœ
jœœœ œœœ ‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ

- -
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33 œ Jœ œ Jœ
ox and ass beœ Jœ œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ œ Jœ...œœœ œœœ J
œœœ

S.A. Unison

T.B. Unison

œ jœ œ jœ
fore him bow, and
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3. Mary Had a Baby (p. 31)

Joy Has Dawned
A Christmas Celebration

Composed and Arranged by Lloyd Larson    Orchestrated by Ed Hogan

1. How Great Our Joy! (p. 2 )

Narration (p. 15)

Narrator 1:    Joy to the world! The Lord has come! Joy has dawned, and today we 
celebrate God’s great gift of love to all! But to Old Testament Israel, the hope of a 
brighter tomorrow – the promise of a joyful (music begins) future – seemed an elusive 
dream. 

Narrator 2:     For over 400 years, God’s chosen people languished in bondage, longing 
for the day when the promised Messiah would come to deliver them. The prophet Isaiah 
had assured them that, though they were a people walking in darkness, a great light 
would eventually shine upon them. 

Narrator 1:     A Child would be born; a Son given. And the government would be 
upon His shoulders and He would be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Narrator 2:     Anguish and weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the 
morning.

2. Joy in the Morning (p. 15)

Narration (p. 31)

Narrator 2:    Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would conceive and give birth to 
Emmanuel. In God’s perfect timing, a young maiden named Mary, who was engaged to 
a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David, was chosen by God to become the 
mother of the promised Messiah. 

Narrator 1:    And so it came to be that Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. Mary and Joseph went up from the town of 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the town of David. And while they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born.

Narrator 2:    Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and 
placed Him in a manger, for there had been no room for them in the inn. (music begins)
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Narration (p. 41)

Narrator 1:    It was a quiet night; just an ordinary night. There were shepherds keeping 
watch over their sheep on a Judean hillside outside of Bethlehem. 

Narrator 2:     But this night became like no other night (music begins) when an angel 
appeared to the shepherds and the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were 
terrified! 

Narrator 1:    The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of 
great joy! Today in the town of David a Savior has been born. He is Christ the Lord. 
You will find the Baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Narrator 2:    Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all!”

                                        4.    Gloria in Excelsis Deo! (p. 41)

Narration (p. 49)

Narrator 1:    The shepherds immediately left and soon found Mary, Joseph, and the 
newborn Baby, who was lying in the manger, just as the angel had told them. 

Narrator 2:    After offering their humble gifts of adoration and praise, they hurried off 
to spread the word of all they had witnessed: the angelic proclamation, the newborn 
Child in the manger, the wonder of two young parents embracing their miraculous roles 
in God’s (music begins) unfolding story!

Narrator 1:    All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said! But Mary 
treasured up all of these things and pondered them in her heart.

                                5.    Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven (p. 49)

Narration (p. 57)
        
Narrator 2:    After Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod, there 
were Magi from the east who came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the One who has 
been born King of the Jews? (music begins) We have seen His star in the east and have 
come to worship Him.”

Narrator 1:    King Herod, disturbed by this inquiry, called together the chief priests 
and teachers of the law asking them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem of 
Judea,” they replied, quoting from the prophet Micah.

Narrator 2:    Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 
the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful 
search for the Child. Then report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.”
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Narrator 1:    The Magi went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 
before them until it stopped over the place where the Child was. There they found Jesus 
with His mother, Mary. 

Narrator 2:    They bowed down and worshipped Him. Opening their treasures, they 
presented Him gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh. 

                                6.    Brightest and Best of the Stars (p. 57)

Narration (p. 68)
        
Narrator 1:    The Christmas story is a story of joy! 

Choir Member 1:    The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy! 

Choir Member 2:    Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!

Choir Member 3:    The joy of the Lord is my strength! 

Choir Member 4:    Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy! (music begins)

Choir Member 5:    Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!

Narrator 2:    This is a story of great joy! It is the fulfillment of God’s promise to end 
the night of suffering with the dawn of redeeming light. 

                                            7.    Joy Has Dawned (p. 68)

Narration (p. 79) (Narration begins at measure 9)
        
Narrator 1:    With angels, shepherds, and Magi, we celebrate the joyous news that the 
Messiah has been born!

Narrator 2:     Joy has dawned upon the world!

Narrator 1:     Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her king!

Narrator 2:    Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice. For Christ 
is born today!

Narrator 1:    Go, tell it! Go, and shout it from the mountaintops: Jesus Christ is born!

                                        8.    Jesus Christ Is Born! (p. 79)
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