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Words from the Composer

Certainly, John 3:16 is a profound statement of what we believe and who we are as Chris-
tians. As we tell the Passion story, God’s love is demonstrated through every step. Here
are some brief remarks about each piece. Four of them may serve as your Sunday anthems
as you prepare the cantata. I've placed an asterisk beside those appropriate to use through-
out the year.

*God So Loveﬁ Al I:Jfau at sets off | hﬁ‘p‘i‘frasg gﬁ asel vr.sd” ﬁa Atspace and
emphasis. The light QT)II emporary thythm an(} melo lmhgs.ah m the scrip-
ture. 1 =

mMpan\

E),ls;b‘pth a cele ratmn and a plea for God#o come and

Hosanna, God Sav_].ls - Tl
alin Sunday piece!

rescue us. Now you havé your

*By the Way You Love - Through my years of ministry, I've often.remembered these
words spoken in the upper room. No matter what we try to do asa chu1 ch, the world will
know we are disciples of Christ “by the way we love.”

Is It I? - The echoes of the chorus createﬁtlfie,effect of diseiples’ voices around the table.
We join their voices as we remember th&times we fall shert of our faith.in Christ.

*Remember I Am There - At our.premiere, many Were moved by, l;h_ls song’s message.
Sometimes, the most powerful thing we can remember is that Chnst is always with us,
even “when He seems so far away.” - :

They Came to Arrest Him ~T found this idea-in my files. 4 wrote it soon after [ saw the
musical, Hamilton. Three Weéks before our'presentation, [ tried the idea by writing words
on the board and havingthe choir sing‘the rthythms back to me. The “one note melody”
makes it easy to learn‘and helps dramanze the tensigh.of Christ’s arrest.

What Wondrous Love of the Cl'oss The musi¢léads us through the story of the cross,
from the trial to his last bneath The choir fram.es and reflects upon the scripture through
the familiar hymn. \

*Behold the Lord of Love Asl thought of a way to end, L remembered the “Lord of
Love” verse from the hymn, “Crown Him with Many Crowns.” This piece is a celebration
of Christ’s love that is.appropriate before, during or after Easter. In the final section, the
congregation joins‘the celebration.

I want to thank the Chancel Choir of Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church in Raleigh,
North Carolina. For several weeks, a new piece was waiting for them each time they
came to choir. Throughout the process, they helped me smooth out the traps and bumps
to make it naturally singable. Every note has been crafted to help you prepare and sing
the work with beauty and confidence.

Thank you for singing my music! Send me a note and let me know how it goes!

— Pepper Choplin
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God So Loved

Words based on
JOHN 3:16-17

Words and Music by
PEPPER CHOPLIN

NARRATOR: God so loved...God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world, through him, might be saved.
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NARRATOR: God sent his Son to the world at a time and place that was immersed in chaos. Palestine was a land full
of political turmoil. The Roman Empire controlled the area, but the people there resented the Romans and rebelled

Hosanna, God Save Us!

against their occupiers. Many struggled to survive and feared what the future would bring. They prayed for God to
come and rescue them from the suffering and oppression.

When Jesus came, he performed many miracles. He preached with power and authority. Many began to believe that Jesus
was their promised Messiah who would rescue them from their plight and establish a new kingdom of hope and peace.

When Jesus entered the holy city of Jerusalem, a great crowd welcomed him and shouted “Hosanna!” We think of

“hosanna” as an exclamation of joy and praise, but the word literally means,
him into the city, their ho‘xmnas were a call for Jesus to come and rescue them fmm their suffering and despair.

Today we join Lhem in this call. Thnéugh all our chdlfmges cl]']d fears, we toa m.ay call out, “Hosdmla God save us.

God save us now.” (music begins)

With a crisp rluthm (52 g8y

-Wor{;ls and Music by

“God save us!” So as the people welcomed

1 PEPPER CHOPLIN
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By the Way You Love
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NARRATOR: After his triumphal entry into the city, Jesus took his disciples to share the Passover feast
in an upper room. During this final meal, he prepared them for his impending death and taught them one
last time who they were called to be.

The disciples had argued over who would have the highest position in his new kingdom. Jesus used this
moment to teach them to live a life of humility and serva.nthood [nstedd of ruli ng over others, he taught
them to serve others through a life of love.

As Jesus said to his d:saples so now he says (o' uS, SAs 1 hdve toved you,'so you must love one another.
And by this, everyone will know that you are my d!wlp]es if you love one dnother ( mu.src begins)

Warm ballad (J = c. 69)

Words and Music by
PEPPER CHOPLIN

© 2023 Hope Publishing Company, www.hopepublishing.com

All rights reserved.

ot o Fg —
JQ e ]ll — E r_ - = ; =} slr—- i
.EE § = -
Piano mp
| | - -
D (3] i | P
S = : | |
& & o
4n ] S.A. Unison mp
25— ¥ i =, —  — — ) —]
= o e o e — o ¢ @ 1O —
= ® < e z
My friends, seon I'll go a way. The
T.B. Unison mp
S —— ———-t ==
B | | — T | 14
O b — .
Hes =} I f _:I e
ISR T3 14 §5°
° e s ¥ 3 §F 3 ;:_’L
| I
S = | = i ==
=g o+ 7 = ¢ & =g ¢

The copying of this printed music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or One License.
Streaming licenses from CCLI and One License include the right to stream the performance of this music.




L2

P
gL
[ WL 1)

leave you.

must

1

near when

time draws

J——

[k

[ 1%

00
hall DN
i

mine?

are

you

How will they know that

| i WL 1)

o R

can

How will they know they

(/s v 7

o
hall CRNHLS

By the Way You Love



25

L

[ T9%

say,

you

by the might - y  words

Not

0
hall DO L)

L7

and

7y " 7

)
hall DO L

They’ll

O
hall DL

They’ll

prayers you pray.

=

by the might - y

not

[ i WL )

17

you___

you__

m = 5 N
[} ]
= Y
- Bkl
vl vl
BN 2
| 2 2
1 1
L 'S T T
1 1
| | v v
ﬁd o o
||| L L
L = g E1.)
,— b
111 - -
Er g g
L O 0 &
= = »
|1 =1 =1
g g
-y -y
= =
= [
||| = Z e_-
£ £
[ =~ =~
Luhv L £~
s
NS O &

By the Way You Love



LEhd

in
things you’ve

will, be high - est
by the might -y

ask -ing which of you is the great-est

who
not

You're
and

It’s

—

love.
one
king - dom?___

L

26
19
— f)
[ o LA
[ o LA
22
— f)
[ WA
NiV
a3
L WY
24
— f)
7 ho
[ WA
NiV
e

-
hall DL

By the Way You Love



27

[ i WL )

26
—~

who will de-mand a high po

or

done

F )
hall O 1

F )
hall O 1

28

ser - vant’'s

will em-brace a

who

But

si - tion.

[ [

L

——
L

/s " 7

30
- f)

I
Ll .

| fan

where - ev-er you

of your self

give

and

heart

Fa
Ty ¥
SeUF

0}
Ty | ¥

By the Way You Love



dis
you are

true

that

1y

know

are

[T

they’ll

accel.
love.
accel.

know you
.-

T

=

you__

With more motion (J =c.72)

They’ll

£

f Withrmore motion (J =c.72)

love,

-

the way

g

by

By the way you

ples

$

ci

are.

28

32
_ £

| e L1
S

S

34

[ o WL
l'\ﬂ Lo v J
e

0

By the Way You Love



29

39

2
[

L——_

By the way you

mine.

love,

5

e
£

£

=

e

F 4
[ oo, WL

42

g
s | [
Ik |
YR - ] Y
B b L ™
m 2 iy 1 I
L
b W[ Bl
L . L EEN h.‘ SEd
» e
L8 :
g 5 Y’ B o
Nﬁ. o .ﬂ e
L s Al B
w2 el T e
5 el . i
ol |D|D = | e
puE..N |
NG BNl S

5 knt
[+
3
TN
L 5wl el el
[}
B 1, N = ||| L1 N TR
L Q |||
=
'y g L
| & |
ﬁ| 2 il L] b |||
U € %
% ,m. I= -..H—”—
- o o |||
4
___til L]
(L1 N
[
(11 8 m
3
e \. P
Mo 2 TR =
5 2
ID|D | ] | ] i @
i, | E..N h
ahL- ol N O i
H 4lﬂm\_L n.l R \_U n- nMJ
5{



gradual rit.

dim.

30
48

— )

you be-long to

dim.

s¢e

The __world will

CrI.

oth

.

=

gradual rit.

5
dim

o )
Ty ¥

pressing forward

51

L o WL 1.

you

by the way

love,

yours

by the way

mc

lowe!

you__

by the way

pressing forward

o)

53

WA il
ANAT

love.

love.

by the way you

love.

love,

by the way you

rit.

r—-—-

prmm—

[Fe—

By the Way You Love



al

With resolve (J =c.72)

my

now

- er,

and love one an - oth

Go

i
|

T 1
B

With resolve (J =c.72)

T lown

e

I'm

now

new ¢om-mand - ment

This

friends.

>

is

:

is the means, love

the

Love

ing.

giv -

By the Way You Love



62
— ) . —
i — ¥ ] ——— i # i
RS —=s 5 3 ——
end Go  and em-brace this  way of
-
et : —ts—F 7

M
L1
e
"
e |
@
R
T
an |
e | |
u_]

| | .
s o R 1{ e ;
i B | | ‘|'
T [ L L S
: y

j |
Tefte
b |
L 1
L1
L 1
L 1
L1

L
.

T

—

liv-ing.__ Who will e=bey and fol-low my lead?

Tt

}E
90N |
%
all
S A |
&
S AA |
-l
;% I:H:r g

!

o
o
o

]
]
|

|
2

I I |
s e = : i
o) - v S =t % ©
Who will wash your broth - er’s feet?
Iﬁ - =

[
o

T

T

=

il
[N

P P uk r ] EI_

o i
_6)—:;& N I I N I
i T 3 * a

By the Way You Love



33

69

i |
(=
i H_
-
TN 2 AL IA
W < 7im I
2
o T
~|Lr kml i e
i . s lFH_ T
ﬁdla i
i o il
LI B
R T
1l & ﬂ
§ g R b
T 2
= )
z
™ S i ™
>
..y ..y ko
<N Ll s
3\ N { N ¢

ﬁ |
=
=
U 2 Hrees
z
o
.pa sy B
- B L)
- TR 3 NP WEl L)
I |
=
= B & =
2 2 :
e I z s
H_._ = = Bk
i QO =
o = —
[ o o
Mfﬁ - ] =
g~ [ =} Ly !
2 2
& | S e
o
H T v rml
[T
T _
[ ;
L :
1) 7 i
oo !
N = || i
. ¥ - ..y mE..N
—NE NG
=N ! S

O | TR %
M
ha, N _5.9 .J_ #MI ] o
LY AN
TR
I 9 ___
L ) | |
e ) \e {o| | | L1
N \ Bl 1Y
T2 1 |
ﬁ-ﬁ w,, .-ﬁHH MH ol
TS m (100 A T
3
0y A bl & e
)’_. 7 1
_: ___ L) v
| __ 5
| Ing 2
| | =
| _ & | _ =
SO I
L. N ) il N - L. N m
KN om0 e @l




34

During the meal, Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I say to you, one of you will betray me.”

The disciples were shocked and each one blurted out, “Is it I1? Is it I who will betray you?”

[slt]?

NARRATOR: One of his disciples would fail the test of love. Even before the Passover meal, Judas had
secretly arranged to betray Jesus to his enemies.

Their words remind us of times we fail the Lord. Sometimes we don’t live in the way of love. Other times,
we may even deny we are followers of Christ.

So we have reason torecho their question: I's it k2Is it Ewhowill'deny that I even know you‘? Is 1t I who would
turn from my faith or fail to live alife of love? (music begins) " ]
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Remember | Am There

NARRATOR: At the end of their Passover meal, Jesus used the bread and the cup to share the meaning
of his impending suffering and death. For us, the Lord’s supper provides a way to remember his sacrifice
and to be reminded that he is always with us. Even when we have our doubts and our faith is tested;
even when we feel alone, we take the bread and the cup to remember the constant presence of the

Lord Jesus Christ. (music begins)
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They Came to ArrestHim

NARRATOR: After singing a hymn, Jesus led his disciples through the darkness to the garden of
Gethsemane. There he took a few of his group to go with him to pray.

As he faced his impending suffering and death, he prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from
me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”

As Jesus submitted to the Father’s will, a mob with torches and swords approached with Judas leading
the way. (music begins)
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What Wendrous Love of the Cross

Arranged by
PEPPER CHOPLIN

WONDROUS LOVE

Appalachian Folk Tune
Southern Harmony, 1835

NARRATOR: While in the upper room, Jesus said to his disciples, “Greater love has no man
than this: that a man lay down his life for his friends.” When Jesus was arrested, tried, and
sentencedito diejon a cross; he demonstrated hisggreat loye forus.
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g | | | |
halll FO L] | L | L_ | L |

2 h | | | |

Lo | I | 1
=
r =

. * e e £

| = | | L [

g h e 1 [ | [P |
| o T | | = |
ANET.S I | 2 |
o) ! |

| | e |

a1 =0 [ i |
bl N = [0

Z h

L 70 e 70

S R P R
106
_ )

P A | | | |
gl b L | L | L_] | L_] |
| i an WL | | | |
\-.ji 1 | | |

Jesus cried out in a loud voice: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” Having said this,
he breathed his last.
)5 = I - I - I - !
Ty | | | |
i | | | 1
™
3 —

) £ e .

P =y | | | | .

FL b = | [l | P | il
| i T [ | = T P
ANAT.S I | |
o) ' |

| | .
0 Py 7 =
halll FO i
Z h e
L 7 7= -
Nl W . =3

What Wondrous Love of the Cross



70
110
-~ )

gradual accel.

[11]

and

when from death I'm free,

And

gradual accel.

= |= s N A2 AN i) T
| . ﬁ e
4] |- B b T AT
g . £ Ul e ~ —— ]
Z ﬁd. mu 9 o _7 | TR/ TTWTT®A
= aDH_ = ot w
el N
(YRR * = ARLE £ AQR —MERA ARl
7 Su s Su Sur baeteg
o8 o8 L18 : HH L[
P ' Alss] w.c Aelall] T A
S W 'L L1l rmJ ol w )
m_ I _m_ T )_ A e Um At T TESA T EEA
f R mi a ; AlSlo —  Aee] B e
: E : Wl » ; ||
* ﬂH = 7 H .m Bl En m L1
0
Ju YRRl i
Il 8 Al I S |8 E o s
| w ..y | E. N | |
Bn__% M nu% m.n._mmwd N N m.n“
- -

What Wondrous Love of the Cross



With sweeping movement (d=c.69)

£

118
— f}
5 I = F I
A5 I ] - I
e g = - |

God and to the Lamb will sing. To

A

=
. = ¢

N
o

s P
.

— i

0 | i |
p” A - 3 i
: e =
-‘- Y
| | SN - °
== == ==
120
- |""""I ' — |-_-| |
%ﬂ' | 1 S o e i —
= — | 1 b I q—J—|

God and to the Lamb,

God andtowthe Lamb, who

123
=", l-__ﬂl T —" i E— ]
EESE= = — : |
o) &
is the great_“I through e - ter - ni - ty, I'll sing
=TT -

0 I = ]
SEE=S=====———— == e
~ | | — e

] — |
#ﬂ 1 e= = s 4

tiee o | ||

ol

ki

What Wondrous Love of the Cross

B R

TS
A = o
TTee



72
125
— f)

And

on.

S

I'll sing

I'll sing on. And through e - ter - ni - ty,

on,

S T

H

ﬂg i#‘l

N3P
(D)

-

128

=11}
L =
w
» =
ri e
N g N
=3 =4
(=111
£ A
i
i - a
| 2 el
1
i =1
1
T 8 el
1
b/ | v ol
4w 17
=
M 2
] .m L 10N
=
e

fe

o i
il Cml
[ \|’.ﬂ R “—w | ol
WL TN A —mop AR |44
C0 LI | [\ R51% XX
i
] Aelle
i
M T
Negply B 5| eawalll !l
AN ] = AN
[ 1
=11}
ANLY m
A = L T T
S -
NA L T
o
' #
L
T
z , z
=1
'] uw. & | |
mi. % ko .5
F NS ot oy
it &) < ﬁ,

What Wondrous Love of the Cross



Words based on
JOHN 3:16-17

God So Loved

(Reprise)
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Words and Music by
PEPPER CHOPLIN

NARRATOR: What wondrous love is this, that God so loved the world he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
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Words and Music by
PEPPER CHOPLIN

All rights reserved.

Eehold the Lord of Love

NARRATOR: When we grasp the depths of Christ’s love, our hearts are full of gratitude and we are moved to rise

and praise the Lord of Love. (music begins)
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Words: Matthew Bridges, Godfrey Thring

“Crown Him with Many Crowns"
Music: George J. Elvey
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Congregational part for “Behold the Lord of Love”

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Words: Matthew Bridges, Godfrey Thring
Music: George J. Elvey
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Narrations

1. God So Loved (narration begins after music starts)

God so loved...God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world, through him,
might be saved._,
|

{ = =

== & p— —

YL, ruUbnlisning
:.f

—_— L 4 _—

p—

2. Hosanna, God SaveUs!'(music begins afteér narration) | |
Since 1892 ) )

God sent his Son to the world at a time and place that was immersed in chaos.

Palestine was a land full of political turmoil. The Roman Empite controlled the area,

but the people there resented the Romans and rebelled against their occupiers. Many

struggled to survive and feared what the future would bring>They prayed for God to

come and rescue them from the sufferingand oppression.

When Jesus came, he performed many miracles. He.preached with'power and au-
thority. Many began to believe that Jesus was their promised Messiah who would
rescue them from their plight and.eStablish a new, kingdom of hope and peace.

When Jesus entered the holy city of Jerusalem, a great crowd welcomed him and
shouted “Hosanna!” We think of “hosanna’ as an exclamiation of joy and praise, but
the word literally means;¥'God save us', So as the pegple welcomed him into the
city, their hosannas wete a call for Jesus to come and rescue them from their suffer-
ing and despair.

Today we join them in this call. Through all our challenges and fears, we too may
call out, “Hosanna, God save'us. God sayeus now.” (music begins)

3. By the Way You'Love (music¢\begins after narration)

After his triumphal entry into the'city, Jesus took his disciples to share the Passover
feast in an upper room. During this final meal, he prepared them for his impending
death and taught them one last time who they were called to be.

The disciples had argued over who would have the highest position in his new king-
dom. Jesus used this moment to teach them to live a life of humility and servant-
hood. Instead of ruling over others, he taught them to serve others through a life of
love.

As Jesus said to his disciples, so now he says to us, “As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. And by this, everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.” (music begins)
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Narrations (continued)

4. Is It I? (music begins after narration)

One of his disciples would fail the test of love. Even before the Passover meal,
Judas had seeretly arranged to betray Jesus to his enemies.
/

During the meal ‘J_eﬂs_gs smd to his Alsqplcs, ;‘Txulyi Sa§¢9 youg gnelef Fyou will be-

tray me.” The dlsmples were %habkéff and each"é‘ﬁebltfrted QUL “][5 it [2 Is it I who
will betray youl@ = B s B B

~ -

ince 1892

Their words remind us of times we Tail the Lord. Sometimes we don’t live in the
way of love. Other times, we may even deny we are followers-qf Christ. So we have
reason to echo their question: Is it I1? Is it I who will deny that I even know you? Is it

I who would turn from my faith or fail to live a life of love?(music begins)

5. Remember I Am There (music begins afiérnarration)

At the end of their Passover meal, Jesus used the bread and'the cup to share the
meaning of his impending suffermg and d€ath. For us, the Lord’s supper provides a
way to remember his sacrifice and to be ‘teminded thathe is always with us. Even
when we have our doubts-and our faith is tested; eyen*when we feel alone, we take
the bread and the cup te remember the constant preseénce of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(music begins)

6. They Came to Arrest Him (music begins after narration)

After singing a hymn, Jesus led his disciples through the darkness to the garden of
Gethsemane. There he took a feW of his group to go with him to pray.

As he faced his impending suffering and death, he prayed, “Father, if you are wil-
ing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”

As Jesus submitted to the Father’s will, a mob with torches and swords approached
with Judas leading the way. (music begins)

Narrations continued on next page...
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Narrations (continued)

7. What Wondrous Love of the Cross (narration begins after music starts)

While in the upper room, Jesus said to his disciples, “Greater love has no man
than this: that a man lay down his life for his friends.” When Jesus was arrested,
tried, and sentenced to die on a cross, he demonstrated his great love for us.

(on cue, m. 17)And Pilatessaid, “V\{hat would you haye me do with him?” “Crucify
him,” the crowd answered. Pilate said, FBut I find no/fault with him,*But they
shouted all the loﬁd_ et, “Crucify hjmix l—”Seemg t;:ra{ he was gettmg nowhere he
handed Jesus over to be crucifjed ' _OI 'J| 1V

(on cue, m. 39) So Pilafe Bad him ‘ﬂogged and handed him over to be crucified. Sol-
diers twisted a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him. They knelt before Jesus and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King

of the Jews.”

(on cue, m. 61) Then they led Jesus away'to the place-called Calvary. There, they
crucified him with two others, one on.the' right hand and the another on the left.
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, forithey know not what they do.”

(on cue, m. 88) Near the cross of Jesus stood his.mother and'the disciple whom he
loved. When Jesus saw them.there, he said to his mothery“Woman, here is your
son” and to the disciple, “Here is your mether.”

(on cue, m. 102) And ther€ came a darkness over all the land. The sun was darkened

and the veil of the temple was tornidown the middle. Jesus cried out in a loud voice:
“Father, into your hands I commit'my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.

8. God So Loved (Repkise) (narration begins after music starts)

What wondrous love is'this, that Godsso loved the world he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoeverbélieves in him'should not perish, but have everlasting life.

9. Behold the Lord of Love (music begins after narration)

When we grasp the depths of Christ’s love, our hearts are full of gratitude and we
are moved to rise and praise the Lord of Love. (music begins)
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